In support of HOUSE BILL 509, establishing the Maryland Inventory of Cemeteries and Burial Sites
Workgroup is a crucial initiative. Here's a compelling argument in favor of this bill:

Support for HOUSE BILL 509

Preserving History and Heritage: This bill aims to establish the Maryland Inventory of Cemeteries and
Burial Sites Workgroup, which is fundamental to keeping Maryland's rich history and heritage.
Cemeteries and burial sites are invaluable historical resources that provide insights into our
communities' cultural and social history. Creating an inventory ensures that these sites are documented,
protected, and maintained for future generations.

Comprehensive Documentation: The workgroup will identify and review various definitions of
cemeteries and burial sites, ensuring a uniform understanding across the state. This will help create a
comprehensive documentation system that local governments, historical societies, and genealogical
organizations can use. Such documentation is essential for historical research, cultural preservation, and
educational purposes.

Best Practices and Integration: The workgroup will evaluate cemetery inventory systems implemented in
other states to identify best practices and potential challenges. This knowledge will be invaluable in
designing, implementing, and maintaining a state-of-the-art inventory system in Maryland. Additionally,
integrating existing cemetery information from county governments, historic preservation programs, and
genealogical organizations will create a robust and cohesive state inventory system.

Public Accessibility and Transparency: The proposed bill emphasizes the importance of a public search
function for the state cemetery inventory system. This will provide transparency and allow the public,
researchers, and descendants to easily access information about cemeteries and burial sites. Public
accessibility is key to fostering community and shared responsibility in preserving these sacred sites.

Financial Feasibility and Support: The workgroup will also determine the cost of designing,
implementing, and maintaining the cemetery inventory system and recommend appropriate funding
sources. Moreover, evaluating a potential grant program to assist governmental and nonprofit
organizations in cemetery identification demonstrates a commitment to financial feasibility and support.

Cultural and Community Impact: Preserving cemeteries and burial sites profoundly impacts culture and
community. These sites often hold significant cultural, religious, and ancestral importance to local
communities, especially descendant communities. Ensuring their preservation fosters respect and
recognition for the diverse histories and cultures that have shaped our state.

In conclusion, HOUSE BILL 509 represents a proactive and thoughtful approach to preserving Maryland's
cemeteries and burial sites. By establishing the Maryland Inventory of Cemeteries and Burial Sites
Workgroup, we take a significant step toward safeguarding our historical heritage, promoting public
engagement, and ensuring that these valuable cultural resources are protected for future generations.
This bill deserves full support and prompt enactment.



