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Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee,
please be advised that the Baltimore City Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) supports Senate Bill (SB) 621.

SB 621 is legislation introduced via recommendation of the report of the Task Force on the Safety
of Judicial Facilities (“Task Force™), which is itself a creation of the General Assembly of Maryland as a
result of the enactment of Chapters 414 & 415 of the Laws of Maryland of 2024 in the legislation entitled,
Court Personnel — Protection of Personal Information (Judge Andrew F. Wilkinson Judicial Security Act).

The Task Force met on six occasions with several breakout subcommittee meetings in
consideration of a holistic review of the security preparedness of Maryland’s wide variety of judicial
facilities. The Task Force identified several areas where the security resources have not kept pace with the
workload of the Maryland Judiciary and the usage of facilities by a wide cross-section of the public.
However, the Task Force was mindful of the fiscal realities facing the resources of both the State of
Maryland and the local governments (who are constitutionally required and traditionally bear the costs of
funding many of the operations of the state judiciary within their respective boundaries), and as a result,
SB 621 represents an honest, thoughtful, and realistic approach toward rebalancing the security needs of
the judicial facilities of Maryland over a period of time offering adequate planning for resource allocation.

If enacted, SB 621 would set a clear, uniform, and minimum adequate security standard for the
operations of security personnel in the courtrooms and courthouses around the State. In Baltimore City,
where its Sheriff is the Chief of Court House Security as designated by State law', the resources devoted
to this service are deeply incongruous to those that are required as the number of judges has more than
doubled since the responsibility was first given to the Sheriff in 1973. For example, in 1973, there were

! See Md. Code of Pub. Local Laws, Art. 4, §§ 22-6 thru 22-11, et seq.
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fifteen (15) judges of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City?, whereas there are thirty-five (35) in 2025.%
In 1973, there were thirty-five (35) funded court security officer (CSO) position in the Sheriff’s budget;
today, there are thirty-seven (37), even as the number of judges has more than doubled. And as
Baltimore City Sheriff Sam Cogen learned during his participation in the Task Force, this is an issue of
resources that repeats itself to varying degrees in the counties around the State.

SB 621 proposes to resolve this issue by imposing a few simple mandates on the facilities the
Baltimore City Sheriff is responsible for. First, it creates a statewide standard for the minimum training
and certification a Court Security Officer (CSO) must have, which is the existing qualifications for a
Special Police Officer (PSO) from the Public Safety Article. The BCSO supports this standard because it
has created a partnership with Coppin State University to run a CSO certification course that trains every
student to the minimum PSO standards that are set to take effect on July 1, 2025, as well as some
additional training that is Baltimore City Courthouse specific. Just last month, the BCSO graduated its
first class of 17 CSOs that meet the standards that SB 621 contemplates, and they are now working in
the Baltimore City Courthouse facilities in the CSO capacity contemplated by this bill.

The second mandate this bill creates is a minimum personnel standard for each courtroom that is
hearing certain types of cases on a two-tiered timeline: first by the start of Fiscal Year 2027 (July 1,
2026), and then a full staffing timeline at the start of Fiscal Year 2029 (July 1, 2028). These standards
are very thoughtfully contemplated and recommended by the Task Force, and they should help ensure
that no matter what corner of the State of Maryland a member of the public is entering into a judicial
facility, they can be confident the standards for safety are adequate to protect them as they conduct their
business.

Third, the legislation mandates that the BCSO—along with every other law enforcement
responsible for providing security at these facilities—provide a report to the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Maryland and the General Assembly that identifies all of the relevant information
required by this bill. The BCSO strongly supports this mandate, and has submitted similar information
to the Administrative Office of the Courts back in January of 2024, which outlined the challenges facing
Baltimore City, specifically.

In closing, the issue of security in judicial facilities is one that is unfortunately front and center of
the news these days. Throughout the country and in every corner of the State of Maryland, the
hardworking personnel that keep the safety of judges, judicial employees, individuals awaiting their
trials, jurors, and other members of the general public are doing their work without a minimum and
uniform standard to adequately ensure our safety in and around these facilities. SB 621 is an important
step in providing the security that all Marylanders deserve when they are in these buildings.

For the foregoing reasons, the BCSO respectfully requests a favorable report on SB 621.

2 The Supreme Bench of Baltimore City was reorganized as the Circuit Court of Baltimore City in 1983 after a 1980
amendment to the Maryland Constitution took effect.
3 See Md. Courts & Jud. Proc. §1-503(b).

Page 2 of 2




219090 ‘HONAE 98 | -1j0s5u0d pres jjoduasiop I . OUsq oYy Jo | tiodj payusodde aq 0 aaey pue
I POy wi,) “sqof ayy uo sayed ‘u0W |s1aquiatu Ay Jo Aue Jupnsuod | Wwasds AW NS I Aq pase
[P PUT SJ07RUSS ‘UBLIUNOD | -NITY 03 ST SpUa) jnogys gouag swaadng oG |-a00 ase sjjuags Kndap umo
113q3 03 awod Layy sqof asoyy | X3 e [euonmMns |jo sepnanoe juepodwy o Jo s selieqaeuy N yBnoqiy
apuey 0} a4z oy |-UOD Y IO J0U PP IH “AIND [auo Burajoaul [[Iq © Uf J0YS-)j0s g%.ﬁ
SIUANJTISUOD aze asoyy |-s Isnoylnod Joj Anpiqisuods foy wiy jo Ajuewspuadun Alaa |aue ayy pue
/DUNOS ST} S20p MOY ‘[oM,, |4 PIOY Aj[euopipes; uoned [ses 3 Mss 1, 'PIes 0JEPOS | Japio Sujurejurew giis padieyd
ON, ., UOTINGLIYE Jo] JON, |3 PU PURJAIPIY Wl 2JayMas(d jaSpnp ‘AT SNOQNOY) AU} | sprend  Ajndes §¢  ayy
JON, . CPIODRI A JO,  [SHISYS pIES WMOOW I |Jo JoquIswu ® S| jjLIeNs oYL, "IENOYLINGY AY) J0f JAIYD
'STY1 941] UM uon « K1 asowmyeg Jo 3yt JIRYS 3Y) | Andas ‘%) Jauuoj e
-sanb a8euonred ayy uo Jjoduas | -I9US Y jo suORIURY [eUOHIMNS |jo afeuoned [eanijod ayy adue | ‘Jadlaqealy M gﬁ
O SN QA mafazajul uy | -UOD 9Y) U0 YOIRISII SeM JO 110 |-qus 0y Aoeand feonriod jo a0aid |aNew 0 [Iq A
Apanua [AWED SIy) JeYM,, PIES 9y '0U e, [11q 94} Paj[ed osepog alpns | (Slowmnied WiE “Q Woq) jjod
aBenonyed Jo 13a(qns o wrys |40, uoneisidal sy paxdsu;|equew  Aiquissy -uasiay, 4 (e apedapeq pue
100 pIp jjoduasiopy ‘I Ing | Suonesapisucd afeuoxied Jeyy | 4199 03 3939 e 3uj | OO [ Auey Jojeuag
‘uonyepijos | Pa1aBENS seM 31 USYM PIPUNOM |-puas Jo yoam siy) dajs fensnun | ‘sadpnf ouag awaidng s AP
-u0d Aq paonpai aq pinod Jeak |paeadde WMDY I |ay ooy ‘JoWP Youeg aweadng fap woyj  Aoexnd feanted,, jo
® 000'00¢$ uey) alow jo ja3png ‘PWeU oy ‘osepos wiasuy afpnp  |sad payoaosd sey sqof Ajund
LHUN0as asnoyino) Ay pres | -YOIU 18 SI2aQ OYM “YIMOIN ‘SUEM Y J2AWOYM 30ed | -35 ASNOYUINO) §§ JAA0 [023U0D
3H '9SMOYNOY Yl Ul 0(Aes | N 01 Joanauew dapersiBa| wSnu JeBieqealy I YowM [adeuoned jjuays sasoumieg
Wa(jJe 30w 0} pea] pinos |1 J0j JIpaad, a8 o) papus) |ojuy sjofs qof jo jood e aptacad [oad oy I y--sijodeuuy
sprend  Ajan098  asnoyanoy) | Ui sem Apuasedde | s30ys-1jos, [pinom sqof SSNOYINO) §S Y|  ung Ay jonvaing sodouny
pue spjuays Awndap jo uopep |03 S0UAIRJAI s0sepog AFpnf | ‘syuedydde Jo SISy AOlALRS [IAR YANVEO N38 QEVEDI 49

sqo[ asnoy1mo) §C 10J Spiq JJLIays se
Loend, Suidnd sadpn( youag swaadng

211d 1e0nn0d,, aA0W ay1 Suled ‘syieq 1ulodde 01 Alnige ayi 4o
yue ‘uolne)sise) siyl yum ainsealdsip passaldxs Aleloipnf syl

S92104 A1U1N23S LIN0Y) 1SN0 Saye] JJILIBUS




