CHAMBER
OF PROGRESS

March 5, 2025

The Honorable William Smith

Chair, Senate Committee on Judicial Proceedings
Room 2 East Wing, Miller Senate Office Building
11 Bladen St.

Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Support SB 949 and a comprehensive AV Deployment Framework for
Maryland

Dear Chair Smith and members of the committee:

On behalf of Chamber of Progress — a tech industry association supporting public
policies to build a more inclusive society in which all people benefit from
technological advancements — I write in support of SB 949.

Chamber of Progress is a strong supporter of autonomous vehicles because of
their enormous social, economic, and environmental benefits. Autonomous
vehicles have the potential to save thousands of lives and expand mobility for
thousands of people across Maryland. They also have the potential to create
hundreds of thousands of high-paying jobs and connect people to millions of other
jobs. Finally, autonomous vehicles will reduce roadway emissions and help
Maryland reach its goals of net-zero emissions by 2045.*

By creating a pathway for the deployment of autonomous vehicles, this bill will
unlock these benefits for Maryland residents.

Autonomous vehicles will bring safer streets and reduce the number of
accidents
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA) released crash data
reporting for the first half of 2023, with over 19,000 lives lost.? So far this year, 61
people have died in Maryland alone.®

Research shows that at least 90% of car crashes are caused by human error.* By
removing human error from the roads, autonomous vehicles can help eliminate
the leading causes of crashes and fatalities. A series of studies from 2023 found
that autonomous ridesharing services in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Phoenix
experienced 57% fewer police-reported crashes and 85% fewer crashes involving
injuries compared to human drivers.® Our organization applied that research to
traffic data in New York® and California’ and found that 1,800 traffic-related
deaths could have been avoided in the last 5 years if autonomous vehicles had
been widely deployed.

Autonomous vehicles will also increase transportation options for Marylanders
who are currently underserved or face mobility challenges

In neighborhoods where public transit options are scarce, autonomous vehicles
can increase transportation options and connect residents to mobility hubs.® For
example, in Maryland, areas such as Baltimore City experience a significant
transit gap.® For people living with disabilities who cannot drive or are
underserved by public transit, AVs can increase mobility.
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Further, only 24% of Americans with disabilities participated in the labor force in
2021.° Mobility challenges and inaccessible transit options present significant
obstacles for people with disabilities trying to reach jobs and education.'! Public
transit and paratransit options do not fully meet these communities’ needs, with
unreliable service times and longer commutes to access pharmacies, hospitals,
and schools.'? According to the Urban Institute, AVs can improve paratransit
services, making them more affordable and flexible for riders because they can
provide customizable, curb-to-curb service.® A study by the National Disability
Institute found that widespread adoption of AVs could connect people with
disabilities with over 4 million jobs.*

Autonomous vehicles will also create jobs and fill labor gaps.

Autonomous vehicles can also promote job growth. Our research found that
nationwide, replacing 13% of vehicles on the road with AVs over the next 15 years
could create 455,000 jobs. Those jobs would be high-paying and accessible
without a college degree, with 59% of workers without a degree earning more
than the U.S. median wage.'®

Autonomous vehicles can also supplement labor when gaps exist. Across the
country, the trucking industry has experienced extreme turnover and widespread
job vacancies, resulting in significant delays to product shipments and rising
prices for basic necessities. The crisis facing the trucking industry hasn’t just
resulted in delayed shipments, but also in higher prices for consumers.
Autonomous, driverless trucks can mitigate these costs by filling driver
vacancies, and eliminating the need for excessive recruitment, retention, and
other overhead costs ultimately bringing down the price of shipping and
consumer goods.
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Autonomous vehicles support Maryland’s sustainability efforts

Autonomous vehicles also promote sustainable transportation systems.
According to the Southwest Research Institute, autonomous vehicles can be up to
20% more fuel efficient than human-driven vehicles.'® Since autonomous vehicles
are programmed to follow traffic rules and speed limits, autonomous vehicles will
ultimately use less energy. Most AVs are also predicted to be electric, making
them a cleaner transportation option than vehicles using internal combustion
engines.!” Deploying autonomous vehicles can help Maryland reach its goal of
60% reduction in emissions by 2031.18

Autonomous vehicles present tremendous opportunities to make Maryland’s
roads safer and cleaner while expanding transportation options and economic
opportunities.

For these reasons, we urge you to support SB 949.

Sincerely,

&

Brianna January
Director of State & Local Government Relations, Northeast US
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