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 2A Maryland 
P.O. Box 8922 • Elkridge, MD 21075 

2A@2AMaryland.org 

 
 

SENATE BILL 1031 
Criminal Law - Child's Access to Firearms – Penalty 

(Ny’Kala Strawder Act) 
UNFAVORABLE 

 
 
We support any practical means to encourage the safe storage of firearms. However, 
imposing the proposed up to 5-year penalty will do nothing to promote firearms safety. 
Should the government prosecutor deem it necessary to invoke a more stringent penalty, 
existing statutes on reckless endangerment and minor’s access to firearms are applicable 
and should be utilized when appropriate. 
 
April Gaskins, whose 9-year-old grandson shot and killed Ny’Kala Strawder, faced 5 years 
in prison for reckless endangerment and firearm access by a minor. This clearly 
demonstrates the existing statutes are sufficient. Senate Bill 1031 is a symbolic statement 
only; it will not bring Ny’Kala back to life. Nor will its provisions do anything other statutes 
cannot do. It short it is just another gun law for the sake of a gun law. 
 
We urge an unfavorable report on Senate Bill 1031. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
John H. Josselyn 
2A Maryland 
03/11/2025 
 
Attachments: (3) 
 Attachment #1: Judiciary Case Search Record: April Gaskins 
 Attachment #2: Criminal Law §3-204 
 Attachment #3: Criminal Law §4-104 
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Article - Criminal Law 

 

[Previous][Next] 

 

§3–204. 

 

 (a) A person may not recklessly: 

 

  (1) engage in conduct that creates a substantial risk of death or 

serious physical injury to another; or 

 

  (2) discharge a firearm from a motor vehicle in a manner that creates 

a substantial risk of death or serious physical injury to another. 

 

 (b) A person who violates this section is guilty of the misdemeanor of 

reckless endangerment and on conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 5 

years or a fine not exceeding $5,000 or both. 

 

 (c) (1) Subsection (a)(1) of this section does not apply to conduct 

involving: 

 

   (i) the use of a motor vehicle, as defined in § 11-135 of the 

Transportation Article; or 

 

   (ii) the manufacture, production, or sale of a product or 

commodity. 

 

  (2) Subsection (a)(2) of this section does not apply to: 

 

   (i) a law enforcement officer or security guard in the 

performance of an official duty; or 

 

   (ii) an individual acting in defense of a crime of violence as 

defined in § 5-101 of the Public Safety Article. 

 

[Previous][Next] SB
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/Statute_Web/gcr/3-203.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/Statute_Web/gcr/3-205.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/Statute_Web/gcr/3-203.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/Statute_Web/gcr/3-205.pdf
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Article - Criminal Law 

 

[Previous][Next] 

 

§4–104. 

 

 (a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated. 

 

  (2) “Ammunition” means a cartridge, shell, or other device containing 

explosive or incendiary material designed and intended for use in a firearm. 

 

  (3) (i) “Firearm” means a handgun, rifle, shotgun, short–barreled 

rifle, or short–barreled shotgun, as those terms are defined in § 4–201 of this title, or 

any other firearm. 

 

   (ii) “Firearm” does not include an antique firearm as defined 

in § 4–201 of this title. 

 

 (b) This section does not apply if: 

 

  (1) the minor’s access to a firearm is supervised by an individual at 

least 18 years old; 

 

  (2) the minor’s access to a firearm was obtained as a result of an 

unlawful entry; 

 

  (3) the firearm is in the possession or control of a law enforcement 

officer while the officer is engaged in official duties; or 

 

  (4) the minor has a certificate of firearm and hunter safety issued 

under § 10–301.1 of the Natural Resources Article. 

 

 (c) A person may not store or leave a loaded firearm in a location where the 

person knew or should have known that an unsupervised minor has access to the 

firearm. 

 

 (d) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on 

conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000. 

 

 (e) (1) A violation of this section may not: 

 

   (i) be considered evidence of negligence; 

 

   (ii) be considered evidence of contributory negligence; 
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http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/Statute_Web/gcr/4-103.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/Statute_Web/gcr/4-105.pdf


 

 - 2 - 

 

   (iii) limit liability of a party or an insurer; or 

 

   (iv) diminish recovery for damages arising out of the 

ownership, maintenance, or operation of a firearm or ammunition. 

 

  (2) A party, witness, or lawyer may not refer to a violation of this 

section during a trial of a civil action that involves property damage, personal injury, 

or death. 

 

[Previous][Next] 
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