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Oppose

The Maryland Judiciary opposes Senate Bill 782.

The Judiciary understands the intent and purpose of the proposed legislation. However,
the Judiciary has constitutional concerns. The bill mandates that an individual who is
found not criminally responsible may not be released from commitment for at least ten
years for the charges of murder in the first and second degrees. This language creates a
penalty after a finding of not criminally responsible. This raises constitutional concerns
by detaining individuals who have proven not to be a danger, as a result of the intellectual
disability, but will be confined for at least 10 years under this bill.
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