
 
Senate Bill 616 – Criminal Law – Human Remains, Pet Remains, and Cemeteries – Prhibitions 

 

 

January 22, 2025 

 

 

Dear Chairman Smith, Vice Chairman Waldstreicher, and Members of the Committee, 

 

 

Senate Bill 616 alters the definition of “permanent cemetery” to include a cemetery owned by a family or 

religious organization. It will prohibit any person from tampering with human remains interred in a 

cemetery and will alter certain penalties relating to prohibitions against the removal of human remains 

from a burial site. There will also be prohibitions against anyone damaging, desecrating, mutilating, 

storing, tampering with, trafficking or transporting human remains as well as removing or attempting to 

remove pet remains from a cemetery. 

 

I thank you for your time and I urge a favorable report. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Senator Mike McKay 

Representing the Appalachia Region of Maryland 

Serving Garrett, Allegany, and Washington Counties 


