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January 28, 2025

Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee
East Miller Senate Building, Room 2
Annapolis, MD

Dear Members of the Committee,
Additional Testimony

The release of convicted murderers from prison poses significant dangers to society. While it is true
that older offenders often exhibit lower recidivism rates, it is misleading to assume this equates to a negligible
risk. According to the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services (DPSCS), the chance of re-
offending for those released between 2017 and 2019 is alarmingly between 9-21%. This statistic represents a
substantial risk, particularly when considering the severity of the crimes committed.

Society must prioritize the safety of its citizens above all else. The implications of allowing individuals
who have taken lives to reintegrate into the community, even with the potential for decreased risk, are
profound. And, a 9-21% chance of recidivism is a high chance of further behavior placing the public at risk.
Each release could mean the threat of future violence, trauma for victims' families, and the erosion of public
trust in our justice system. Rather than embracing a potentially dangerous approach to rehabilitation that
could endanger lives, we should seek to implement comprehensive rehabilitation programs while keeping
those who pose a significant risk to society incarcerated. The potential for re-offense, even at the lower end of
the spectrum, is simply too great to ignore. It is crucial that we continually assess and prioritize the safety of
our communities over opportunities for leniency in the justice system.

Please consider the graph below prepared by DPSCS showing recidivism rates for Maryland parolees:
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Figure 7: 3-Year Recidivism Rates by Age at Release
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| urge an unfavorable finding on SB 291.

Sincerely,

Joanna D. Mupanduki



