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Date: February 5, 2025 
To:  Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and the Judicial Proceedings Committee 
Reference: Senate Bill 444, Public Safety - Gun Buyback Programs - Destruction of Firearms 
Position: FAVORABLE 
 
Dear Chair Smith and Committee Members: 
On behalf of LifeBridge Health’s Center for Hope I strongly support Senate Bill 444, which seeks to establish a 
responsible framework for gun buyback programs in Maryland. This bill represents a crucial step towards reducing 
gun violence and enhancing public safety in our communities.  
 
As of 2022, firearms are now the leading cause of death among children and teens (ages 1-17), surpassing car 
crashes, overdoses, and cancers – we must act now to protect children BEFORE the violence occurs. Thoughts and 
prayers are not able to triage bullet wounds. In 2022, there were over 48,000 firearm-related deaths in the United 
States, with an average of 132 people dying from firearm-related injuries each day.  
 
Two-thirds of guns recovered in crimes in Maryland are traced to out of state sources. Maryland now has one of 
the HIGHEST rates of out-of-state gun imports in the United States, according to the Giffords Law Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence. 

   
Gun Buyback Programs Work  
Gun buyback programs have been implemented in various cities and states across the United States with the 
primary goal of reducing the number of firearms in circulation. These programs offer several key benefits:  
1. Reduction in Firearm Availability: Gun buyback programs can provide a safe and anonymous way for 

individuals to surrender firearms and reduce the overall number of guns in the community. This can lead to a 
decrease in the likelihood of firearms being used in crimes, accidents, or suicides.  

2. Public Awareness and Education: Gun buyback events often serve as platforms for raising awareness about the 
risks associated with firearms and promoting safe storage practices. They provide an opportunity to educate 
the public on the importance of responsible gun ownership and the potential dangers of having unsecured 
firearms in the home.  

3. Community Engagement: Gun buyback programs foster collaboration between law enforcement, community 
organizations, and residents. This bill encourages partnership by establishing a framework for a community 
organization to partner with law enforcement or other group to facilitate the destruction of firearms. By 
working together, communities can build trust and develop comprehensive strategies to address gun violence 
and its root causes.  

4. Cost-Effective Violence Prevention: While the empirical evidence on the direct impact of gun buybacks on 
reducing gun violence is mixed, the relatively low cost of these programs compared to other violence 
prevention initiatives makes them a worthwhile investment. Even if a single life is saved or a single crime is 
prevented, the benefits far outweigh the costs.   

 
Examples from Other States and Countries  
Several states and countries have implemented gun buyback programs with varying degrees of success:  



 

1. Australia: Following the Port Arthur massacre in 1996, Australia implemented a mandatory gun buyback 
program, resulting in the surrender of over 650,000 firearms. This program is credited with significantly 
reducing gun violence and mass shootings in Australia.  

2. New Jersey: In 2019, New Jersey's gun buyback program collected over 2,000 firearms in a single day across 
multiple locations. The program was part of a broader effort to reduce gun violence and promote public safety. 

3. California: Los Angeles has conducted several gun buyback events, with thousands of firearms turned in over 
the years. These events are often held in partnership with community organizations and offer incentives such 
as gift cards in exchange for firearms. 

4. Maryland: Maryland has had success in gun buybacks. Community members anonymously and voluntarily 
turned in their firearms, receiving $100 food store gift cards for functioning handguns, rifles, and shotguns, and 
a $200 food store gift card for functioning military assault-style weapons and privately manufactured firearms 
(“ghost guns”). All firearms were accepted with no identification requested and a no-questions-asked policy by 
law enforcement.  The August 2024 Rockville event yielded 270 firearms, with all cosponsors deeming the 
event a huge success.    

  
Why We Favor Senate Bill 444 -    
Senate Bill 444 is designed to establish and facilitate responsible and effective gun buyback programs in Maryland. 
The bill includes several provisions that ensure the program's success:  

1. Mandatory Destruction: The bill requires that all firearms surrendered through the program be destroyed, 
including all components and parts. This ensures that these weapons are permanently removed from 
circulation and cannot be misused.  

2. Collaboration: While SB444 requires the entity hosting the buyback to destroy the guns, it allows for the 
entity sponsoring a buyback to partner with law enforcement or another organization to help satisfy the 
requirement, thus making it easier for any entity to sponsor the buyback program, as they do not have to 
do the destruction themselves.  

3. Accountability: For anyone hosting a buyback, they would be required to destroy the weapons; failure to 
do so would be in violation of SB444, resulting up to $10,000 in fines, and loss of a dealer’s license.   

 
Every gun turned in is one less gun that could be used in a serious crime, homicide, suicide, or domestic violence 
incident, or accidentally discharged by a child. Keeping guns off our community streets, out of the hands of our 
youth and out of our schools are our highest priorities. This bill will create great opportunities for any person who 
would like to dispose of an unwanted firearm voluntarily, anonymously, and safely.  

For all the above stated reasons, we request a Favorable report for Senate Bill 444.  

For more information, please contact: 
Adam Rosenberg, Esq.  
Executive Director, Center for Hope  
Vice President, Violence Intervention & Prevention, LifeBridge Health  
arosenberg@lifebridgedhealth.org  
 
Jennifer Witten, M.B.A.  
Vice President of Government Relations & Community Development, LifeBridge Health 
Jwitten2@lifebridgehealth.org  

mailto:arosenberg@lifebridgedhealth.org
mailto:Jwitten2@lifebridgehealth.org
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  The Honorable William C. Smith, Jr., Chair and  

  Members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

 

FROM: Darren Popkin, Executive Director, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee 

  Andrea Mansfield, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee 

  Samira Jackson, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee 

 

DATE:  February 5, 2025 

 

RE: SB 444 – Public Safety – Gun Buyback Programs – Destruction of Firearms   

 

POSITION: SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS 

 

The Maryland Chiefs of Police Association (MCPA) and the Maryland Sheriffs’ Association 

(MSA) SUPPORT SB 444 WITH AMENDMENTS. This bill addresses gun buyback programs 

and requires that firearms traded in for compensation be destroyed and every component and part 

attached to the firearm be made permanently inoperable and unrepairable.    

Several law enforcement agencies across the state operate gun buyback programs. Serial 

numbers on all guns acquired through  this process are run to ensure the guns were not stolen and 

have not been used in a crime. If the gun has been used in a crime it is held as evidence and if 

stolen, it may be returned to the lawful owner. Once this is complete, in most cases, firearms 

acquired in this manner are melted down and destroyed. However, there is a provision in law to 

allow for the conversion of the firearm for agency use.  

MCPA and MSA do not object to adding more structure to this process but would like to ensure 

the statute is clear that an investigation takes place involving the firearm and that the firearm 

may be returned to its lawful owner, kept as evidence, or destroyed.  

On page 3, in line 5, following (II) insert “AND (III)” and in line 9, following “(II)” insert  

A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OPERATING A GUN BUYBACK PROGRAM 

MAY CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION INVOLVING THE FIREARM AND MAY 

RELEASE THE FIREARM TO A LAWFUL OWNER, MAINTAIN THE FIREARM AS 

EVIDENCE, OR DESTROY THE FIREARM. (III) 

For these reasons, MCPA and MSA SUPPORT SB 444 WITH AMENDMENTS and urge a 

FAVORABLE committee report as amended.  

Maryland Chiefs of Police Association 

Maryland Sheriffs’ Association 
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2A Maryland 
2A@2AMaryland.org 

 
 

Senate Bill 444 
Public Safety – Gun Buyback Programs – Destruction of Firearms 

UNFAVORABLE 
 
Depending on how a person interprets the language in Senate Bill 444, it is either an 
entrapment scheme or a Trojan Horse. 
 
Gun buybacks as they are generally conducted involve and encourage the violation of 
multiple sections of Maryland law. 
 
Entrapment Scenario: 
 
Citizens who transport a handgun to a buyback and who do not have a Maryland permit 
to wear and carry a handgun are in violation of Criminal Law §4-203 and Public Safety §5-
303. Under current law a person who wears, carries or transports a handgun in violation 
of the above two statute sections risks becoming a prohibited person for life. 
 
Citizens who sell a firearm or firearms at a gun buyback, and the person or entity that 
purchases a firearm or firearms during the buyback, are potentially in violation of one or 
more of the following statute sections: 

 
Public Safety §5-106  Dealer's license 
Public Safety §5-117  Application for regulated firearm required. 
Public Safety §5-117.1 Handgun qualification license required for purchase of handguns. 
Public Safety §5-118  Firearm application 
Public Safety §5-121  Investigation of firearm applicant 
Public Safety §5-124  Secondary transactions 
Public Safety §5-128  Purchases within 30 days -- In general 
Public Safety §5-129  Purchases within 30 days -- Multiple purchases allowed. 
Public Safety §5-130  Gun shows 
Public Safety §5-133  Restrictions on possession of regulated firearms 
Public Safety §5-134  Restrictions on sale, rental, or transfer of regulated firearms 
Public Safety §5-136  Straw purchases 
Public Safety §5-138  Sell, transfer or disposal of stolen firearm prohibited. 
Public Safety §5-144  Knowing participation in violation of subtitle 
Public Safety §5-203  Lost or stolen regulated firearms. 
Public Safety §5-204.1 Purchasers of rifles or shotguns 
 



Senate Bill 1097 
Unfavorable 
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Trojan Horse Scenario: 
 
Based upon the interpretation of the terms “person or entity” (the term “entity” is not 
defined) Senate Bill 444 creates an entirely new section of statute in which the previously 
listed sections of law seem no longer applicable, and the “person or entity” is empowered 
to purchase and possess as many firearms as their financial resources allow. The only 
limitation is that at some unspecified time in the future the person or entity may 
(emphasis on “may”) contract with law enforcement, an unspecified organization or 
unspecified business to destroy the firearms. Prior to that event the person or entity is 
free to possess and use their newly-acquired firearms. Because there are no record 
keeping requirements, there is no means to audit or account for the firearms purchased. 
This creates a state sanctioned, totally unregulated source to supply firearms to the black 
market.  
 
What is not obvious is the chilling effect it will have on dealers and local law enforcement 
agencies. Because the firearms must be destroyed, their trade-in value is reduced to zero. 
Small law enforcement agencies that rely on trade-ins when upgrading their service 
firearms will now be forced to pay full price for each firearm. 
 
Constitutional Issues: 
 
Not unexpectedly, a percentage of the guns will prove to be stolen (see attachments). To 
mandate their destruction is a clear violation of the “takings clause” in the 5th Amendment 
to the United States Constitution. Senate Bill 444 contains no provisions to prevent these 
violations of existing laws from taking place. 
 
We strongly urge this Committee to reject this ill-conceived bill by returning an immediate 
unfavorable vote. 
 
 
John H. Josselyn 
2A Maryland 
02/05/2025 
 
Attachments (3) 
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September 18, 2023 

PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 
 
 
Chief Victor Brito 
Rockville Police Department 
111 Maryland Avenue 
Rockville, MD 20850 
 
Dear Chief Brito: 
 
Under the Maryland Public Information Act, I hereby respectfully request the following firearms 
data and information on firearms collected during the recent “buy-back” on August 26, 2023 at 
RedGate Park in Rockville. 
 

1. The total number of firearms surrendered. 
2. List of make, model and caliber of all firearms surrendered. 
3. Number of firearms surrendered broken down by type: 

a. Rifle 
i. Bolt action 

ii. Pump action 
iii. Break action 
iv. Semi-automatic 
v. “Assault rifle” as defined by Maryland law 

vi. Fully automatic 
b. Pistol 

i. Revolver 
ii. Semi-automatic 

iii. Break action 
iv. “Assault pistol” as defined by Maryland law 
v. Fully automatic 

c. Shotgun 
i. Bolt action 

ii. Pump action 
iii. Break action 
iv. Semi-automatic 
v. “Assault rifle” as defined by Maryland law 
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Chief Victor Brito 
Page 2 of 2 
 

4. Total number of firearms with obliterated serial numbers by type: 
a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
5. Total number of “home built” firearms AKA “Ghost guns” by type: 

a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  

 
6. The number of firearms reported as stolen by type: 

a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
7. The number of firearms determined to have been used in a crime by type: 

a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
8. The number of firearms test fired and entered into the Association of Firearm and Tool 

Mark Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type: 
a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
9. If none under #8, how many are you planning to test fire and enter into the Association 

of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners (ATFE) crime gun database by type? 
a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
For the purpose of this request, no serial numbers or descriptive information beyond that listed 
above is requested. Data in Excel electronic format, if possible, would be most helpful. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
John H. Josselyn 
2AMaryland.org 
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From: Mary Grace Sabol
To: John H. Josselyn
Cc: Linda Moran; Ashley McFarland
Subject: MPIA 2024-549 response
Date: Monday, January 08, 2024 4:24:26 PM
Attachments: image001.png

MPIA 2024-549 Gun Buyback 8.26.23 RCPD.pdf

Dear John H. Josselyn:
 
The City of Rockville received your MPIA request on September 21, 2023, in which you requested
certain records under the Public Information Act, Annotated Code of Maryland, General Provisions
Article (“GP”), Title 4 Public Information Act. You requested the following information:
 
Under the Maryland Public Information Act, I hereby respectfully request the following firearms data
and information on firearms collected during the recent "buy-back" on August 26, 2023 at RedGate
Park in Rockville.
1. The total number of firearms surrendered.
2. List of make, model and caliber of all firearms surrendered.
3. Number of firearms surrendered broken down by type:
a. Rifle
i. Bolt action
ii. Pump action
iii. Break action
iv. Semi-automatic
v. "Assault rifle" as defined by Maryland law
vi. Fully automatic
b. Pistol
i. Revolver
ii. Semi-automatic
iii. Break action
iv. “Assault pistol” as defined by Maryland law.
v. Fully automatic
c. Shotgun
i. Bolt action
ii. Pump action
iii. Break action
iv. Semi-automatic
v. “Assault rifle” as defined by Maryland law
4. Total number of firearms with obliterated serial numbers by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
5. Total number of “home built” firearms ADA “Ghost guns” by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
6. The number of firearms reported as stolen by type:
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a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
7. The number of firearms determined to have been used in a crime by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
8. The number of firearms test fired and entered into the Association of Firearm and Tool Mark
Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
9. If none under #8, how many are you planning to test fire and enter into the Association of Firearm
and Tool Mark Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
For the purpose of this request, no serial numbers or descriptive information beyond that listed above
is requested. Data in Excel electronic format, if possible, would be most helpful.
 
City staff has collected the records in our custody that we believe are responsive to your request,
and they are attached to this email.
 
Some information has been redacted because it is not responsive to your request (serial numbers
and gift card information), and GP § 4-352 (Records Relating to Public Security) which relates to the
storage location of the weapons. Regarding the request for information about firearms entered (or
to be entered) into the ATFE Crime Gun System, the information is being withheld under 18 U.S.C.A.
§ 923(g) and the Tiahrt amendment as applied via § 4-301 (a)(2)(ii) where, by law , the public record
is privileged or confidential based on a federal statute or regulation. You may seek judicial review of
the City’s decision, pursuant to § 4-362 of the General Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
 
If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 240-
314-8106. Thank you!
 
Regards,
 

Mary Grace Sabol                                                                                          
Management Assistant / Community Support Advocate
City Manager’s Office
(240) 314-8106 (direct) / 240-314-8100 (department)
(240) 314-8130 (fax) / (240)-314-8137 (TTY)
 
City of Rockville
111 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD  20850
www.RockvilleMD.gov
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Baltimore Police Department Office of Legal Affairs * 242 W 29th Street * Baltimore Maryland 21211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2023 

 

 

John Josselyn 

 

Dear John Josselyn,  

 

 You made a request for public records pursuant to the Maryland Public Information 

Act (MPIA), which is the General Provisions Article, § 4-101, et seq., of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland (GP).  You requested the following documents: 

 
The following firearms data and information on firearms collected during the recent "buy-back" 

at Edmondson Village on August 12, 2023. 

 
1. The total number of firearms surrendered. 

2. List of make, model and caliber of all firearms surrendered. 

3. Number of firearms surrendered broken down by type: 

a. Rifle 

i. Bolt action 

ii. Pump action 

iii. Break action 

iv. Semi-automatic 

v. "Assault rifle" as defined by Maryland law 

vi. Fully automatic 

b. Pistol 

i. Revolver 

ii. Semi-automatic 

iii. Break action 

iv. "Assault pistol" as defined by Maryland law 

v. Fully automatic 

c. Shotgun 

i. Bolt action 

ii. Pump action 
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Baltimore Police Department Office of Legal Affairs * 242 W 29th Street * Baltimore Maryland 21211 

iii. Break action 

iv. Semi-automatic 

v. "Assault rifle" as defined by Maryland law 

4. Total number of firearms with obliterated serial numbers by type: 

a. Rifle 

b. Pistol 

c. Shotgun 

 
5. Total number of "home built" firearms AKA "Ghost guns" by type: 

a. Rifle 

b. Pistol 

 
6. The number of firearms reported as stolen by type: 

a. Rifle 

b. Pistol 

c. Shotgun 

 
7. The number of firearms determined to have been used in a crime by type: 

a. Rifle 

b. Pistol 

c. Shotgun 

 
8. The number of firearms tests fired and entered into the Association of Firearm and 

Tool Mark Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type: 

a. Rifle 

b. Pistol 

c. Shotgun 

 
9. If none under #8, how many are you planning to test fire and enter into the 

Association of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners (ATFE) crime gun database by type? 

a. Rifle 

b. Pistol 

c. Shotgun 

 

 

The Documents Compliance Unit will CLOSE your attached request for MPIA 23-2518. 

 

If you have any further questions or concerns, you may email DCU’s  

e-mail: DCU@baltimorepolice.org. 

 

You have the right under PIA § 4-1B-04 to contact the Public Access 

Ombudsman to mediate any dispute(s) you may have with this response. You may also, 

contest this response by filing a complaint for Judicial Review in Circuit Court pursuant 
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Baltimore Police Department Office of Legal Affairs * 242 W 29th Street * Baltimore Maryland 21211 

to PIA § 4-362. Please refer to MPIA tracking# 23-2518 in any subsequent 

correspondence pertaining to this matter. 
 
 

 

  Sincerely, 

 

 

  Anthony Sierra 

  Document Compliance Unit 

  Baltimore Police Department 
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BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Number Firearm Type Firearm Make Firearm Model  Caliber/Gauge Stolen (Y/N)
1 Handgun Cobra CA380 .380 N
2 Handgun H+R 732 .32 N
3 Handgun Vimencz JA 380 .380 N
4 Handgun Clenke Unk Other N
5 Handgun Lorcin L380 .380 N
6 Handgun Valcon Unk Other N
7 Long Gun Romania S/L Other N
8 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
9 Long Gun Ceskoslovenska V2.28 Other N
10 Long Gun Rossi Unknown .22 N
11 Long Gun Stevens 840 Other N
12 Long Gun Connecticut Valley Arms Black Powder .50 N
13 Long Gun Volunteer Unknown Other N
14 Handgun F.I.E. E-15 Other N
15 Handgun Stoeger Illama Unk Other N
16 Handgun Arminius Unk .22 N
17 Handgun - Home Built Polymer 80 Unk Other N
18 Handgun Rohm CM 22 LR .22 N
19 Handgun Glock 44 .22 N
20 Handgun Para USA AExpert Other N
21 Handgun Interarms Star Other N
22 Handgun Valtaro 055117 Other N
23 Handgun Detonics Y5 .45 N
24 Long Gun Ruger 10-22 .22 N
25 Long Gun Ruger 10-22 Other N
26 Long Gun Ceskoloveuska VZ 24 Other N
27 Handgun Keltec 9-11 9mm N
28 Handgun Intratec Unknown 9mm N
29 Handgun Juan Esprzanza Unknown Other N
30 Handgun Interarm Modell PPK/S 9mm N
31 Handgun Bersa Thunder 380 .380 N
32 Handgun Smith and Wesson SW 380 .380 N
33 Handgun Cobr 38 Special .38 N
34 Handgun Amadeo Rossis A. .357 Special .357 N
35 Handgun Clerke Tech 22 LR .22 N
36 Handgun Smith and Wesson Unk .32 N
37 Handgun Smith and Wesson Unk .22 N
38 Handgun Rohm Rgio Unk Other N
39 Handgun Beretta 960 .25 N
40 Long Gun Sport Kins Unk Other N
41 Long Gun Marlin 390 Other N
42 Long Gun Mossberg 22CD Other N
43 Long Gun Ar-7 Explorer N/A Other N
44 Handgun Llama N/A Other N
45 Handgun Hawes N/A Other N
46 Handgun H=R Mod 980 Other N
47 Handgun S+W Model 459 Other N
48 Long Gun Dewtsche+Waffew Unk Other N
49 Long Gun George Force MIDU P3 Other N
50 Long Gun Remington N/A Other N
51 Long Gun Adcor AR-15 Other N
52 Long Gun Herrington and Richardson N/A Other N
53 Long Gun Unknown 98u Other N
54 Long Gun Keltec SU-16 Other N
55 Long Gun Stevens Unk Other N
56 Long Gun Ithaca Unk 12 Gauge N
57 Long Gun Harrington and Richardson Unk Other N
58 Long Gun Remington Targetmaster .22 N
59 Long Gun New Haven Arms 135 Other N
60 Handgun Ruger 380 Auto .380 N
61 Handgun Keltec Unknown Other N
62 Handgun Kennings Model Other N

Gun Buyback 8/2023

Gun Buyback 08-2023 MPIA 23-2518.xlsx Page 1 of 7  10/25/2023 8:40 AM
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BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Number Firearm Type Firearm Make Firearm Model  Caliber/Gauge Stolen (Y/N)
Gun Buyback 8/2023

63 Handgun US Revolver Unk Other N
64 Handgun No make No model Other N
65 Handgun Rohm R610 Other N
66 Handgun M+R 929 Other N
67 Handgun H+R Unk Other N
68 Handgun R+G Unk Other N
69 Handgun Raven Model P25 Other N
70 Handgun PW Arms Unk Other N
71 Handgun Cal Unk Other N
72 Handgun Mondial Unk Other N
73 Handgun Colt Unk Other N
74 Handgun Taurus G2C Other N
75 Handgun Taurus PT22 Other N
76 Handgun Taurus 357 Magnum .357 N
77 Handgun Remington Rand M19 Other N
78 Handgun Beretta Model 21A .22 N
79 Handgun Davis Industries Model 32 .32 N
80 Handgun Baver Firearms Unk .25 N
81 Handgun Hi-Standard Sentenial MK4 .22 N
82 Handgun RG Model 23 .22 N
83 Handgun Firearms International Unk .22 N
84 Handgun Taurus 92AF 9mm N
85 Handgun Hopkins/Allen Unk Other N
86 Long Gun Savage Arms Model 24 .410 N
87 Long Gun Mossberg Model8SB Other N
88 Long Gun Savage Model 93R17 .17 N
89 Handgun Colt Det Special .38 N
90 Handgun S+W 33 .38 N
91 Handgun Taurus Model 85UL Other N
92 Handgun Ivor Johnson Unk Other N
93 Handgun Charter Arms Unk .38 N
94 Handgun H+R Model 900 Other N
95 Handgun Phoenix Arms HP22A .22 N
96 Long Gun Stevens Mod S8 12 Gauge N
97 Handgun Tan Foglio TA22 Other N
98 Long Gun Mossberg Unk 12 Gauge N
99 Handgun Taurus Unk .357 N
100 Long Gun Russell Arms Double barrel shotgun 12 Gauge N
101 Handgun RG Model RG40 Other N
102 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
103 Handgun Savage Model 1905 Other N
104 Long Gun Eagle Arm Eagle IS .22 N
105 Long Gun HiPoint Mod 99S Other N
106 Handgun Espin Hermanos Unk Other N
107 Long Gun Noble Mod 22T Other N
108 Long Gun US Arms Unk 12 Gauge N
109 Long Gun Western Field Unk .22 N
110 Long Gun Winchester Mod 37 12 Gauge N
111 Long Gun JC Higgins Mod S83.24 .22 N
112 Long Gun JC Higgins Mod 1017 12 Gauge N
113 Long Gun Sears and Roebuck Unk 12 Gauge N
114 Handgun H+R 733 .32 N
115 Handgun UNk Unk Other N
116 Long Gun Great American Unk Other N
117 Long Gun Western Field Model 60 12 Gauge N
118 Handgun Armi F. Lli Tan Fogolio GT380 Other N
119 Long Gun Ranger 103-8 Other N
120 Handgun Unk Model Tex 22 Other N
121 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
122 Long Gun Savage Mark II .22 N
123 Long Gun KMART Unk 410 Gauge N
124 Long Gun Unk Unk 12 Gauge N

Gun Buyback 08-2023 MPIA 23-2518.xlsx Page 2 of 7  10/25/2023 8:40 AM

At
ta

ch
m

en
t_

#2
_S

B_
44

4_
2A

_M
ar

yl
an

d



BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Number Firearm Type Firearm Make Firearm Model  Caliber/Gauge Stolen (Y/N)
Gun Buyback 8/2023

125 Long Gun Revelation Model 350 20 Gauge N
126 Handgun Cal St. ALB Unk Other N
127 Handgun Davis Industries Model P380 Other N
128 Handgun Hi-Point 45ACP .45 N
129 Handgun Ruger Govt. Target Other N
130 Handgun S+W Model 22 Other N
131 Handgun Interarms Walther PPK Other N
132 Handgun S+W 19-5 Other N
133 Long Gun Western field Unk 12 Gauge N
134 Long Gun Remington Model SS2 .22 N
135 Long Gun Marlin Model 60 .22 N
136 Long Gun Stevens Unk 12 Gauge N
137 Long Gun TR UNK 12 Gauge N
138 Long Gun Remington Model 700 Other N
139 Long Gun Winchester Model 190 .22 N
140 Long Gun BPI Unk .50 N
141 Long Gun Thaca Unk 12 Gauge N
142 Long Gun Winchester Model 190 .22 N
143 Long Gun Marlin Model 57 .22 N
144 Long Gun Savage Model 220 12 Gauge N
145 Long Gun Springfield Model 187J .22 N
146 Long Gun Remington Model 700 .30-06 N
147 Handgun unk unk Other N
148 Long Gun Hipoint 995 9mm N
149 Long Gun Hipoint 995 9mm N
150 Handgun Taurus B2 Other N
151 Long Gun Mossberg Maverick Model 88 12 Gauge N
152 Long Gun S&W MNF15 .223 N
153 Long Gun Kaba Model 1931 .32 N
154 Long Gun Marlon Model 60 .22 N
155 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
156 Long Gun New Haven MYOK .22 N
157 Long Gun H&R Model 176 10 Gauge N
158 Long Gun UNK UNK Other N
159 Long Gun Mossberg Model 485T 22 Gauge N
160 Long Gun Plainfield Model M1 .30 N
161 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
162 Long Gun Unk Unk 20 Gauge N
163 Long Gun Unk Unk 12 Gauge N
164 Long Gun stevens unk 12 Gauge N
165 Long Gun Connecticut Valley unk 50 cal N
166 Long Gun Marlin 36a Other N
167 Long Gun Westernfield 800A Other N
168 Long Gun Traditions unk .54 N
169 Long Gun Westernfield M97 Other N
170 Long Gun unk unk Other N
171 Long Gun marlin 60w Other N
172 Long Gun Armory Unk 20 Gauge N
173 Long Gun Springfield 187 .22 N
174 Long Gun savage axis 223 Other N
175 Long Gun Savage Model 8 20 Gauge N
176 Long Gun Sears Model 14 Other N
177 Long Gun Winchester Model 37 12 Gauge N
178 Long Gun remington 3006spr Other N
179 Long Gun Gehageha Unk 20 Gauge N
180 Long Gun Mossberg Unk 12 Gauge N
181 Long Gun New England Firearms Unk 12 Gauge N
182 Long Gun Hecho Unk 12 Gauge N
183 Long Gun Marline Model 60 .22 N
184 Long Gun UNK UNK Other N
185 Long Gun Leinad UNK 9mm N
186 Long Gun Moddberg UNK Other N
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BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Number Firearm Type Firearm Make Firearm Model  Caliber/Gauge Stolen (Y/N)
Gun Buyback 8/2023

187 Long Gun Conn unk Other N
188 Long Gun browning arms unk .22 N
189 Long Gun unk unk Other N
190 Long Gun Sears Roebuck model 101 12 Gauge N
191 Long Gun unk unk Other N
192 Long Gun Andrew Fyreburg arms unk Other N
193 Long Gun Winchester Model 67A .22 N
194 Long Gun H&R 1871 12 Gauge N
195 Long Gun American Bulldog Unk Other N
196 Long Gun British Bulldog Unk Other N
197 Long Gun Remington Target Master 12 Gauge N
198 Long Gun RG .22LR .22 N
199 Long Gun star brand unk Other N
200 Long Gun unk unk Other N
201 Long Gun Smith and Wesson 22A .22 N
202 Handgun RG .22 LR .22 N
203 Long Gun unk unk Other N
204 Handgun Tec 9 AB 10 9mm N
205 Handgun RG 38 Special .38 N
206 Handgun S+W Colt Omega .32 N
207 Long Gun RG 14 .22 N
208 Handgun Keltec Unk .32 N
209 Handgun Thames Arms .38 N
210 Handgun Bryco Arms Model 25 .25 N
211 Handgun Smith and Wesson Unk .32 N
212 Long Gun Stevens Unk .22 N
213 Handgun Unk Unk Other N
214 Long Gun Smith and Wesson 2213 .22 N
215 Long Gun Iver Johnson Unk 20 Gauge N
216 Handgun SMith and Wesson Unk .32 N
217 Handgun Tarans Unk .38 N
218 Handgun Dictator Unk Other N
219 Handgun Titan Unk .25 N
220 Handgun Defender Unk Other N
221 Long Gun Ruger Unk .22 N
222 Handgun Bryco Arms 25 .25 N
223 Handgun Sedco SP-22 .22 N
224 Handgun Unk Unk Other N
225 Handgun Schmidt Unk .22 N
226 Handgun Harrington + Richardson Unk .22 N
227 Handgun Rossi Unk .38 N
228 Handgun Hi-Point Unk .40 N
229 Long Gun Noble 66J 12 Gauge N
230 Long Gun Winchester Model 37 12 Gauge N
231 Long Gun Marlin Model 81 .22 N
232 Handgun Gecado 11 Other N
233 Long Gun Areo AR15 5.56 N
234 Long Gun H&R Unk 12 Gauge N
235 Long Gun Mossberg 500A 12 Gauge N
236 Long Gun Champion Unk Other N
237 Long Gun Mossberg 500A 12 Gauge N
238 Long Gun Rossi R522 .22 N
239 Long Gun H+R Parpner Pump 12 Gauge N
240 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
241 Handgun Herter's Waseca Unk .22 N
242 Handgun River Johnsons Arms Unk Other N
243 Long Gun Unk Unk 12 Gauge N
244 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
245 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
246 Long Gun Unk Unk Other N
247 Long Gun Mossberg 500A 12 Gauge N
248 Long Gun Remington MOdel 510P .22 N
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BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Number Firearm Type Firearm Make Firearm Model  Caliber/Gauge Stolen (Y/N)
Gun Buyback 8/2023

249 Long Gun Marlin Arms 150M .22 N
250 Long Gun Marlin Goose Gun Model 55 12 Gauge N
251 Long Gun Mossberg 321K .22 N
252 Long Gun Kassnar Imports Model 14 .22 N
253 Handgun Defender Unk .32 N
254 Long Gun Gevarsfaktori Unk Other N
255 Long Gun Stevens Arms and Tool Unk .22 N
256 Long Gun Richardson Unk 12 Gauge N
257 Long Gun Savage Arms 15B .22 N
258 Handgun S&W Unk .32 N
259 Long Gun Stevens 86D Other N
260 Handgun Marque Deposed .25 N
261 Long Gun Winchester 67A Other N
262 Long Gun Topper Model 88 12 Gauge N
263 Long Gun Winchester Model 370 20 Gauge N
264 Long Gun H&R Pardner Pump 12 Gauge N
265 Long Gun Heritage Arms Unk 12 Gauge N
266 Long Gun Springfield Unk .22 N
267 Long Gun Springfield Unk Other N
268 Long Gun Connecticut Valley Arms Unk Other N
269 Long Gun Warms Co Unk Other N
270 Handgun Young America Unk Other N
271 Handgun Unk 900 Other N
272 Long Gun Sears Model 3T .22 N
273 Handgun Colt Lawman III .357 N
274 Long Gun Armory Gun Co Unk 12 Gauge N
275 Handgun The American Unk Other N
276 Long Gun Unk Unk 20 Gauge N
277 Long Gun H&R Model 348 12 Gauge N
278 Long Gun Steven Model 9426 20 Gauge N
279 Long Gun New England Unk 12 Gauge N
280 Long Gun Harrington Richardson Model 480 12 Gauge N
281 Long Gun J Stevens Model 620 12 Gauge N
282 Long Gun JC Higgins Unk 12 Gauge N
283 Handgun Titan Tiger Unk .38 N
284 Long Gun Baystate Unk 12 Gauge N
285 Long Gun Revelation Western Auto 12 Gauge N
286 Handgun Interarms Unk .380 N
287 Handgun Unk Unk Other N
288 Long Gun Gibbs Midland Unk 12 Gauge N
289 Handgun Young America Unk Other N
290 Long Gun Glen Field Model 60 .22 N
291 Handgun AG Unk Other N
292 Long Gun Mossberg 500A 12 Gauge N
293 Handgun S+W Unk Other N
294 Handgun Unk Unk Other N
295 Handgun River Johnsons and Cycle Works Unk Other N
296 Handgun Lorcin LT-25 Other N
297 Handgun Davis Industries P-32 .32 N
298 Handgun Burgo 38 Special .38 N
299 Handgun Firearms Intl Rossi .22 N
300 Handgun Chichester Unk .32 N
301 Handgun Raven Arms P25 Other N
302 Handgun Raven Arms MP-25 .25 N
303 Handgun Bryco Arms 38 .32 N
304 Handgun AMT Unk 9mm N
305 Handgun Sterling Unk .25 N
306 Handgun Arminus 38 special .38 N
307 Handgun Hopkins + Allen Unk Other N
308 Handgun ModT Unk .22 N
309 Handgun Phoenix Arms Unk .22 N
310 Handgun Iver Johnson 55 Other N
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BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Number Firearm Type Firearm Make Firearm Model  Caliber/Gauge Stolen (Y/N)
Gun Buyback 8/2023

311 Handgun Lorcin L 9mm N
312 Handgun FIE P22 Other N
313 Handgun Young America Unk Other N
314 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
315 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
316 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
317 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
318 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
319 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
320 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
321 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
322 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
323 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
324 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
325 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
326 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
327 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
328 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
329 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
330 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
331 Long Gun Unknown Unknown Other N
332 Handgun DM Prod Inc. Unk .22 N
333 Handgun PTB Jaguar 80 .32 N
334 Handgun US Army Unk .45 N
335 Handgun Automatica Espanola Bufalo Unk .25 N
336 Handgun Echasa GZ MAB .32 N
337 Handgun - Home Built Polymer 80 Unk Other N
338 Handgun S+W H+R Model 733 .32 N
339 Handgun Fraser R+R Industries Unk .25 N
340 Handgun HVR Arms Company Unk .38 N
341 Handgun H+A Forehand 1801 Other N
342 Handgun Lorcin L22 .22 N
343 Handgun Burgo Model 100 .22 N
344 Handgun RG23 RG25 .22 N
345 Handgun Miroku Unk .38 N
346 Handgun Unk Unk Other N
347 Handgun PSF XVI XVI Other N
348 Handgun Unk Unk Other N
349 Handgun Davis Industries P380 .380 N
350 Handgun H+R Unk .22 N
351 Handgun RGWD RG25 .25 N
352 Handgun EIG 1960 Other N
353 Handgun National Arms Unk Other N
354 Handgun Springfield Armory XD-40 .40 N
355 Handgun FB 35 Other N
356 Handgun Mondal 1938 .22 N
357 Handgun American Bulldog Unk Other N
358 Handgun IJ 1900 Other N
359 Handgun Taurus 709 Slim 9mm Y
360 Handgun Taurus PT111 9mm Y
361 Long Gun Higgins 30 .22 Y
362 Handgun Ruger SR22 .22 Y
363 Handgun Glock 36 .45 Y
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 BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Total Number of firearms received: 363
 - Number of Long guns received 191
 - Number of Handguns received 170
 - Number of "Home Built" firearms 2

Number of stolen firearms: 5
 - Number of stolen Handguns 4
 - Number of stolen Long guns 1

Number test fired and entered into AFTE System 5 (stolen firearms only)

Gun Buyback 8/2023

Gun Buyback 08-2023 MPIA 23-2518.xlsx Page 7 of 7 10/25/2023  8:40 AM

At
ta

ch
m

en
t_

#2
_S

B_
44

4_
2A

_M
ar

yl
an

d



From: Mary Grace Sabol
To: John H. Josselyn
Cc: Linda Moran; Ashley McFarland
Subject: MPIA 2024-549 response
Date: Monday, January 08, 2024 4:24:26 PM
Attachments: image001.png

MPIA 2024-549 Gun Buyback 8.26.23 RCPD.pdf

Dear John H. Josselyn:
 
The City of Rockville received your MPIA request on September 21, 2023, in which you requested
certain records under the Public Information Act, Annotated Code of Maryland, General Provisions
Article (“GP”), Title 4 Public Information Act. You requested the following information:
 
Under the Maryland Public Information Act, I hereby respectfully request the following firearms data
and information on firearms collected during the recent "buy-back" on August 26, 2023 at RedGate
Park in Rockville.
1. The total number of firearms surrendered.
2. List of make, model and caliber of all firearms surrendered.
3. Number of firearms surrendered broken down by type:
a. Rifle
i. Bolt action
ii. Pump action
iii. Break action
iv. Semi-automatic
v. "Assault rifle" as defined by Maryland law
vi. Fully automatic
b. Pistol
i. Revolver
ii. Semi-automatic
iii. Break action
iv. “Assault pistol” as defined by Maryland law.
v. Fully automatic
c. Shotgun
i. Bolt action
ii. Pump action
iii. Break action
iv. Semi-automatic
v. “Assault rifle” as defined by Maryland law
4. Total number of firearms with obliterated serial numbers by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
5. Total number of “home built” firearms ADA “Ghost guns” by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
6. The number of firearms reported as stolen by type:
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a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
7. The number of firearms determined to have been used in a crime by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
8. The number of firearms test fired and entered into the Association of Firearm and Tool Mark
Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
9. If none under #8, how many are you planning to test fire and enter into the Association of Firearm
and Tool Mark Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type:
a. Rifle
b. Pistol
c. Shotgun
For the purpose of this request, no serial numbers or descriptive information beyond that listed above
is requested. Data in Excel electronic format, if possible, would be most helpful.
 
City staff has collected the records in our custody that we believe are responsive to your request,
and they are attached to this email.
 
Some information has been redacted because it is not responsive to your request (serial numbers
and gift card information), and GP § 4-352 (Records Relating to Public Security) which relates to the
storage location of the weapons. Regarding the request for information about firearms entered (or
to be entered) into the ATFE Crime Gun System, the information is being withheld under 18 U.S.C.A.
§ 923(g) and the Tiahrt amendment as applied via § 4-301 (a)(2)(ii) where, by law , the public record
is privileged or confidential based on a federal statute or regulation. You may seek judicial review of
the City’s decision, pursuant to § 4-362 of the General Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.
 
If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 240-
314-8106. Thank you!
 
Regards,
 

Mary Grace Sabol                                                                                          
Management Assistant / Community Support Advocate
City Manager’s Office
(240) 314-8106 (direct) / 240-314-8100 (department)
(240) 314-8130 (fax) / (240)-314-8137 (TTY)
 
City of Rockville
111 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD  20850
www.RockvilleMD.gov
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SB444_Testimony_2A_Maryland_Attachment-3.pdf
Uploaded by: John Josselyn
Position: UNF



 

2A Maryland 
 

2A@2AMaryland.org 
 

PIA-Gun_Buy_Back_BaltoCoPD_06-01-
2024.docx 

  

 

 
 
July 1, 2024 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 
 
Chief Robert McCullough 
Baltimore County Police Department 
Public Safety Building 
700 East Joppa Road 
Towson, Maryland 21286 
 
Dear Chief McCullough: 
 
Under the Maryland Public Information Act, I hereby respectfully request the following firearms 
data and information on firearms collected during the recent firearms “buy-back” at Security 
Square Mall on Saturday, June 1, 2024. 
 

1. The total number of firearms surrendered. 
2. List of the make, model and caliber of all firearms surrendered. 
3. Number of firearms surrendered broken down by type: 

a. Rifle 
i. Bolt action 

ii. Pump action 
iii. Break action 
iv. Semi-automatic 
v. “Assault rifle” as defined by Maryland law 

vi. Fully automatic 
b. Pistol 

i. Revolver 
ii. Semi-automatic 

iii. Break action 
iv. “Assault pistol” as defined by Maryland law 
v. Fully automatic 

c. Shotgun 
i. Bolt action 

ii. Pump action 
iii. Break action 
iv. Semi-automatic 
v. “Assault rifle” as defined by Maryland law 
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PIA-Gun_Buy_Back_BaltoCoPD_06-01-2024.docx 

Chief Robert McCullough 
Page 2 of 2 
 

4. Total number of firearms with obliterated serial numbers by type: 
a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
5. Total number of “home built” firearms AKA “Ghost guns” by type: 

a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  

 
6. The number of firearms reported as stolen by type: 

a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
7. The number of firearms determined to have been used in a crime by type: 

a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
8. The number of firearms test fired and entered into the Association of Firearm and Tool 

Mark Examiners (ATFE) Crime Gun System by type: 
a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
9. If none under #8, how many are you planning to test fire and enter into the Association 

of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners (ATFE) crime gun database by type? 
a. Rifle 
b. Pistol  
c. Shotgun 

 
For the purpose of this request, no serial numbers or descriptive information beyond that listed 
above is requested. Data in Excel electronic format, if possible, would be most helpful. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
John H. Josselyn 
410-733-4848 
2AMaryland.org 
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ROBERT O. MCCULLOUGH 

Chief of Police 

Integrity…Fairness…Service 

BALTIMORE COUNTY POLICE 

Headquarters 

700 E. Joppa Road 

Towson, MD 21286 

410.887.2214 

Fax 410.821.8887 

bcopd@baltimorecountymd.gov 

www.baltimorecountymd.gov/police 

Nationally Accredited Since 1984 

July 18, 2024

Via mail to: 
 

2A@2AMaryland.org

RE: MPIA Request #NR24-758

Dear Mr. Josselyn,

On July 1, 2024 you submitted a letter request for public records to the Baltimore County
Police Department. The Maryland Public Information Act (“PIA”), Annotated Code of 
Maryland, General Provisions Article (“GP”), § 4-101, et seq. governs your request. 

Your specific request: 

Requesting firearms data and information on fiearms collected during the 
recent firearms "buy-back" at Security Square Mall on Saturday, June 1, 2024

We conducted a search in our database and provided the following report responsive to your
request: 24-153-0057.  

However, the redactions contains information that identifies or contains personal identifying 
information of individuals (date of birth, personal phone number, address), pursuant to GP §§ 
4-101(h), 4-320. The semi-automatic handguns were test fired and entered into the National 
Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) 

Nothing in this response is intended to indicate that any records sought from Baltimore County 
Police Department exist or to waive any privileges held by Baltimore County Police Department. 
You have the right under GP § 4-1B-04 to contact the Public Access Ombudsman to mediate 
any dispute(s) you may have with this response. You may also, contest this response by filing a 
complaint for Judicial Review in Circuit Court pursuant to GP § 4-362.  Please refer to PIA 
tracking #NR24-758 in any subsequent correspondence pertaining to this matter.

Please refer to tracking #NR24-758 in any subsequent correspondence pertaining to this matter.

Sincerely,  
LEGAL SECTION 
410-887-2211
PDLegal@baltimorecountymd.gov
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MD SB 444 Gun Buyback Oppose.pdf
Uploaded by: John Weber
Position: UNF



NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

Institute for Legislative Action  

11250 WAPLES MILL ROAD 

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030 

 

 
 
February 3, 2025 
 
Chairman and members of the committee, 
 
My name is John Weber and I represent the National Rifle Association and our members in 
Maryland. The NRA is opposed to SB 444.  
 
Gun buybacks can be costly and time consuming for state and local governments entities. 
Mandating destruction of firearms will only increase these costs. Additionally, there have been 
examples in the media of entities improperly disposing of firearms.  
 
Law enforcement and other entities who choose to engage in gun buyback programs should not 
be mandated to destroy firearms and accessories. These items can be used by law enforcement 
agencies or sold by law enforcement to a person who is legally able to possess them. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
NRA-ILA State Director 
 



SB0443.pdf
Uploaded by: William Mauer
Position: UNF



Good day -

My name is William C. Mauer, and I reside in Bowie, MD,

I am opposed to SB0443. This bill would mandate the destruction of potentially valuable Curio and 
Relic (C&R) and antique firearms that are of high value and/or of historical value. 

Thank you for your consideration.



Maryland State Police_Letter of Information_ SB444
Uploaded by: Owen Traynor
Position: INFO



State of Maryland 
Department of State Police 

Government Affairs Unit 
Annapolis Office (410) 260-6100 

 

POSITION ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

 1 

 

 
DATE:    February 5, 2025 
 
BILL NUMBER:   Senate Bill 444            POSITION:  Letter of Information                     
 
BILL TITLE:   Public Safety – Gun Buyback Programs – Destruction of Firearms  
 

REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 

 
 This legislation authorizes a public or private person or entity to operate a gun buyback program.  

The person or entity may contract with law enforcement, an organization or business partner operating a 

gun buyback program to destroy all firearms, including every component and part attached to the firearm, 

that is traded in at a gun buyback program. The destruction shall make every firearm and every 

component and part attached to the firearm inoperable and unrepairable.  

 

 The Department of State Police does not participate in gun buybacks. Few law enforcement 

agencies have partnered with non-profit organizations to establish a firearm buyback program.  The law 

enforcement agency collects the firearms turned in at an established location and in exchange, the non-

profit gives the firearm donor some type of renumeration, in the form of cash, credit card or gift cards. 

Due to laws and regulations, that they are subject to, firearms dealers and federal firearm licensees, 

generally, do not participate in the buybacks.  

 

 Typically, buybacks are a “no questions asked operation”.  A firearm is dropped off, the person 

gets some type of payment, and the person leaves with no questions asked. As written, the bill does not 

allow law enforcement, that may be given a stolen firearm, the ability to return the recovered firearm to 

its lawful owner.  Additionally, this legislation prohibits the law enforcement agency from retaining a 

crime gun as evidence should a firearm be received from a buyback program.  

 

 Senate Bill 444 does state that a public or private person or entity may operate a gun buyback 

program on their own. The participation with law enforcement is voluntary. As written, by making law 

enforcement or an FFL’s participation voluntary, this legislation creates a loophole in the current 

regulatory scheme. This language creates a new process that allows a public or private person or entity to 

purchase or accept the transfer of a firearm under the guise of a “gun buyback program” without going 

through a law enforcement agency, the Department of State Police or the federal NICS background check.  

This legislation will also allow for a public or private person or entity to hold a gun for an unlimited 

amount of time before destruction of the firearm and its component parts.  

 

 The Department of State Police looks forward to working with the committee on amendments 

should they wish to move forward with the bill.  


