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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of nearly 50
organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in
Maryland, strongly supports Senate Bill 977, which would restrict any individual who is, or who
appears to be, seeking access to records or other information for the purpose of enforcing
federal immigration law unless the individual presents a valid warrant issued by a federal or
Maryland state court and clearly identifies record or information to be accessed. As attorneys,
advocates and consultants working with families whose children have disabilities, EAC members
are greatly concerned about the risk to children with disabilities if sensitive information about
them is released to immigration officials. Although the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) governs the release of information by schools, FERPA does permit schools to release
directory information; directory information includes such details as a student’s name and
address and date and place of birth. By restricting access to information without presentation
of a court order, Senate Bill 977 closes a hole that could otherwise be devastating to children
and their families who are worried about being identified to immigration officers seeking to
detain and deport them.

Additionally, children with disabilities, like all children, have a right under Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S.
202 (1982) to attend school without regard to their immigration status. It is especially
important for children with disabilities to have unthreatened access to school in order to obtain
their legally-guaranteed special education and related services under the federal Individuals
with Disabilities Act. Senate Bill 977 would enable schools to keep students as safe as possible
and make it possible for parents to continue to participate in meetings and school events.

For these reasons, the EAC strongly supports Senate Bill 977.

Contact: Leslie Seid Margolis, lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 443-692-2505
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Respectfully submitted,

Selene Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland

Beth Benevides, The Autism Society of Maryland

Ellen A. Callegary, Attorney (Retired)

Stephanie Carr, S.L. Carr Education Consultants, LLC

Rich Ceruolo, Parent

Lisa Frank and Andrea Bennett, Special Kids Company

Riya Gupta, Strong Schools Maryland

Beth Ann Hancock, Charting the Course, LLC

Kalman Hettleman, Independent Advocate

Morgan Durand Horvath, M.Ed., Abilities Network

Rosemary Kitzinger and Marjorie Guldan, Bright Futures, LLC

Ande Kolp, The Arc Maryland

Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland, Co-Chairperson, Education Advocacy Coalition

Monica Martinez, Martinez Advocacy

Beth Nolan, MAT, Education Team Allies

Sumaiya Olatunde, H2D Counseling

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center

Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland/Maryland Parents of Blind
Children

Kate Raab and Nicole Joseph, Law Office of Nicole Joseph

Jaime Seaton, BGS Law, LLC

Karleen Spitulnik, Decoding Dyslexia Maryland

Ronnetta Stanley, M.Ed., Loud Voices Together

Wayne Steedman, Steedman Law Group

Guy Stephens, Alliance Against Seclusion and Restraint

Maureen van Stone, Kendall Eaton, Genevieve Hornik, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger

Institute
Liz Zogby, Maryland Down Syndrome Advocacy Coalition

The Maryland Education Coalition also joins this testimony.



