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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 106/ HOUSE BILL 110:
Child Support - Suspension of Driver's Licenses
TO: Members of the House Judiciary Committee and Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee.
FROM: Christopher Dews, Policy Consultant (Representing Out for Justice)

Out for Justice, Inc. (OFJ) is an organization comprised of individuals directly and indirectly impacted by
the criminal legal system. It advocates for reforming policies and practices that adversely affect successful
reintegration into society. OFJ supports Senate Bill 106 and House Bill 110 to ensure that driver’s license

suspensions for inability to pay child support are used only in appropriate cases.

Mobility is key in Maryland’s regional economy. The Census Bureau reported that almost 40% of
Marylanders travel outside their county for employment. This statistic is more pronounced for

lower-income communities of color where there is a scarcity of jobs available by public transit. Only
8.5% of jobs in the Baltimore region can be reached within one hour, one way by public transit. Thus, a

valid driver’s license and a vehicle are necessary for economic sustainability.

Federal Code 42 U.S.C.A. § 666 (a) demands that all States have laws that “increase the effectiveness of
the [child support enforcement] program which the state administers” and allows the State to withhold,

suspend, or restrict licenses of individuals owing child support in “appropriate cases” (16). To this end,
Maryland Code Ann., Fam. Law § 10-119 states that upon 60 days of nonpayment of child support, an
obligor shall have their license or privilege to drive suspended, regardless of their circumstances or ability

to pay. The suspension mechanism is automated through the Child Support Enforcement Agency, and no
determination is made as to whether or not a suspension would be appropriate. Maryland Legal Aid and
the University of Baltimore have reported individuals who are disabled, not in arrears, or with primary
custody of their children, having their licenses suspended.

Additionally, a report cited by the Abell Foundation found that 42% of individuals who had their
licenses suspended lost jobs as a result of the suspension, 45% of those who lost jobs could not find
another job, and 88% of those who were able to find another job reported a decrease in income.

Senate Bill 106/ House Bill 110 seeks to resolve this by ensuring that before the Child Support
Enforcement Administration notifies the MVA of an obligor in arrears, a circuit court hearing needs to be
established to determine if the suspension is appropriate. It proceeds to determine that a suspension is not
appropriate for the obligor if:


https://data.census.gov/table/ACSST1Y2022.S0801?t=Commuting&g=040XX00US24&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSST1Y2019.S0801
https://data.census.gov/table/ACSST1Y2022.S0801?t=Commuting&g=040XX00US24&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSST1Y2019.S0801
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2023/12/27/study-maryland-public-transportation-fails-to-reach-jobs/#:~:text=A%20typical%20resident%20of%20the%20Baltimore%20metropolitan%20area%20can%20reach%20just%208.5%25%20of%20the%20region%E2%80%99s%20jobs%20in%20under%20an%20hour%20using%20public%20transportation%2C%20down%20from%209%25%20in%202018
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2023/12/27/study-maryland-public-transportation-fails-to-reach-jobs/#:~:text=A%20typical%20resident%20of%20the%20Baltimore%20metropolitan%20area%20can%20reach%20just%208.5%25%20of%20the%20region%E2%80%99s%20jobs%20in%20under%20an%20hour%20using%20public%20transportation%2C%20down%20from%209%25%20in%202018
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/666#:~:text=increase%20the%20effectiveness%20of%20the%20program
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/666#:~:text=uses%20in%20appropriate%20cases
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gfl&section=10-119&enactments=false
https://abell.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Abell20Child20Support20Reform20-20Full20Report202_20_202020edits20v1_3.pdf

The minor lives mainly with the obligor;

The obligor is disabled and unable to work;

The suspension would risk the loss of employment or job opportunities;

The obligor could not pay or is making arrangements to pay;

The Administration has agreed with the obligor through the payment incentive program.
The transportation needs of the child would not be met;

If the suspension would place an undue hardship on the family; or

The reported arrearage amount is not accurate.
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Out for Justice believes this is a rational approach to ensuring that the state is not needlessly endangering
the well-being of families by limiting the obligor's access to employment and quality time with their
child. For these reasons, we urge a favorable report.

The Undersigned Organizations Support Senate Bill 106/ House Bill 110

1. Out for Justice (OFJ) 15. Helping Oppressed People Excel

2. Job Opportunities Task Force (JOTF) 16. Helping Ourselves Transform

3. BetterU Construction Training 17. Public Justice Center

4. Maryland Legal Aid 18. Civic Works Center for Sustainable
5. University of Baltimore School of Law Careers

6. Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service 19. 1199 SEIU

7. Showing Up for Racial Justice 20. Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition
8. Office of the Public Defender 21. PIVOT Program

9. Life After Release 22. Economic Action Maryland

10. CASH Campaign of Maryland 23. Northeast Catholic Community

11. America Works 24. Baltimore Mutual Aid for Mental Health
12. Court Watch PG 25. Marylanders Against Poverty

13. Consumer Auto 26. Cornerstone Full Gospel Church

14. HTP Homes 27. Fines and Fees Justice Center

28. Baltimore Action Legal Team



Hg_tje_ru
EST. 1996 v

7t CAMPAIGN

OF MARYLAND

SR
Helping low-wage workers advanc
ta high-paying jobs

AMERICA WORKS  CcOURTWATCH PG

Network of Companies

HTP
Homes

pusLic Il

JUSTICE Il
CENTER i

seouome € PIVOT
MWVLS

MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE

MARYLAND
LegaL AID




MRYLAND

LLIANCE FOR THE
u b SCHOOL  Pyor
OF LAW

Cornerstone B A IJT
FULL GOSPEL CHURCH

BALTIMORE ACTION LEGAL TEAM




