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HB 622 — Juvenile Law - Custodial Interrogation (Juvenile Justice 
Restoration Act of 2025) 

 
OPPOSE 

 
The ACLU of Maryland (ACLU) opposes HB 622, which would allow law 
enforcement officers to conduct a custodial interrogation of a child if the 
child’s parent, guardian, or custodian provides consent without the child’s 
consultation with an attorney.  
 
Currently, the Child Interrogation Protection Act (CIPA), requires that law 
enforcement contact an attorney when a child is taken into custody for an 
interrogation, to ensure that the child understands their Miranda rights in 
age and development-appropriate terms. The Office of the Public 
Defender (OPD) established a hotline that is open every day throughout 
the day and night so that an attorney can be contacted at any time.  
 
CIPA already guarantees that law enforcement has the tools that it needs 
to address imminent and serious public safety concerns. If there is a 
reasonable belief that a child has information about a serious threat to 
public safety, there is an exception in the law that allows the police to ask 
questions without first notifying the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian, 
and without first allowing the child to consult with an attorney.1 Law 
enforcement is limited to asking questions related to the suspected safety 
threat.  

HB 622 would allow law enforcement to skirt the requirement of ensuring 
legal consultation for a child taken into custody, which would essentially 
remove an indispensable layer of protection for that child. HB 622 would 
likely increase the rate of false confessions given to law enforcement 
during an interrogation. Law enforcement is known to use confusing 
tactics and threats during interrogations, which puts a significant amount 
of stress and anxiety on children — and on their parents if they are 
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present. Children and parents whose first language is not English 
experience an additional layer of anxiety.  

One study showed that children are three times more likely to falsely 
confess than adults during a custodial interrogation.2 Legal consultation is 
needed to not only guarantee that the child understands their Miranda 
rights, but also to ensure that the child is not coerced into giving false 
information. False confessions do not help law enforcement solve cases 
nor do they help with improving public safety.  

A child’s Miranda Rights belongs solely to the child, and not their parents’. 
And while many would believe that a parent or guardian can offer sound 
advice for their child, researchers have found that adults often lack the 
knowledge to fully understand and adequately advise children on the risks 
associated with waiving their rights.3 In one study, a significant number of 
adults demonstrated numerous misconceptions about their Miranda 
rights.4 Many adults did not know that their right to remain silent is 
safeguarded by the Constitution, and believed that choosing to remain 
silent could be used against them. Close to half of adults also fumbled 
when trying to understand the legal terminology associated with their 
Miranda rights. Further, a child may also feel pressured to speak by their 
parent or guardian, which could mislead or harm the child and/or the 
investigation.  
 
For the foregoing reasons, the ACLU of Maryland requests an unfavorable 
vote on HB 622.  
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