EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Chair

Delegate Jheanelle Wilkins, District 20
Ist Vice Chair

Delegote Melissa Wells, District 40
2nd Vice Chair

Delgate Karen R. Toles, District 25
Treasurer

Delegate Marlon Amprey, District 40
Secretary

Delegote Jamila J. Woods, District 26
Financial Secretary

Senator Arthur Ellis, District 28
Chaplain

Delegate leffiie E. Long, Ir, Distict 278
Parliamentarian

Delegute Stephanie Smith, District 45
Historian

Delegate Cheryl E. Pasteur, District 114

Executive Director
Ufuome 0. Agarin, J.D.

MEMBERS

Senator Malcolm Augusfing, District 47
Senator Bznjomin Brooks, District 10
Senator Jil P. Carter, District 41

Senator Nick Charles, District 25

Senafor Antonio L. Hayes, District 40
Senafor Michoel A. Juckson, Dishict 27
Senator Cory V. McCray, District 45
Senator (. Anthony Muse, District 26
Senator Williom C. Smith, Jr., District 20
Senator Charles E. Sydnor Il Esq., District 44
Senator Alonzo T. Washington, Disrict 22
Senator Mary L. Washington, District 43
Senator Ron Watson, District 23

Delegate Gabriel Acevero, District 39
Delegata Jacqueline T Addison, Disirict 45
Delegate Tiffany Alston, District 24
Delegate Vanessa E. Atrerbeary, Distiict 13
Delegate 1. Sandy Barfleft, District 32
Delegata Adrian Boafo, District 23
Delegate Regina T. Boyce, District 43A
Delegate Frank A\. Conaway, Jr., Distict 40
Delegate Charlotte Crutchfield, District 19
Delegata Debra Davis, District 28

Delegate Diana A\. Fennell, District 474
Delegate Kevin M. Horrs, District 27A
Delegate Andrea Fletcher Hartison, District 24
Delegate Shanzka Henson, District 304
Delegate Terri L. Hill, District 12

Delegata Marvin E. Holmes, Ir., Dishict 23
Delegate Julion Ivey, District 47A

Delegate Cal Jackson, Distiict 8

Delegate Andre V. Johnson, Jr, District 34A
Delegate Adienne A. Jones, District 10
Delegate Jazz Lewis, District 24

Delegate Robbyn Lewis, Distict 46
Delegate Ashanti Marfinez, District 22
Delegate Aletheio McCaskill, Disfrict 448
Delegate Bemice MirekuNorth, District 14
Delegate Edith J. Pattersan, District 28
Delegyta Joseline Pefia-Melnyk, District 21
Delegate N. Scatt Phillips, Distiict 10
Delegate Pamela Queen, District 14
Delegata Kent Roberson, District 25
Delegate Denise G. Roberts, District 25
Delegata Mike Rogers, Distict 32
Delegate Malcolm P. Ruff, Disict 41
Delegate Gary Simmens, District 128
Delegata Deni Taveras, District 478
Delegate Kym Taylor, District 23

Delegate Veronica Tumer, District 26
Delegata Jennifer White Holland, District 10
Delegate Nicole &. Williams, District 22
Delegata C.T. Wilson, District 28

Delegata Greg Wims, District 39

Delegate Caylin Young, District 45

LEGISLATIVE BLACK CAUCUS OF MARYLAND, INC.

The Maryland Hous of Delegates, 6 Bladen Street, Room 300, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410-841-3185 ® 301-858-3185 @ 800-492-7122 Ext. 3185 © Fax 410-841-3175 @ 301-858-3175 # Black Cavcus@house state. md.us

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

The Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland offers its strong and favorable
support for House Bill 165 (HB165) — Custodial Interrogation of Minors —
Admissibility of Statements, cross-filed as Senate Bill 512 (SB0512). This bill
establishes a rebuttable presumption that a statement made by a minor during a
custodial interrogation is involuntary and inadmissible in court if law enforcement
intentionally used false information to elicit such statements. By protecting
minors from deceptive interrogation tactics, HB165/SB0512 addresses a
long-standing issue in Maryland’s criminal justice system that disproportionately
impacts Black youth.

Black Marylanders are more likely to be incarcerated due to racial profiling and
deceptive policing practices, which have fostered deep mistrust of law
enforcement within our communities. Current law allows police officers to
misrepresent evidence to pressure individuals—especially young people—into
making false confessions, leading to wrongful convictions that devastate Black
families. Minors, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, are
especially vulnerable to these tactics, often believing they have no choice but to
comply with misleading interrogations. HB165/SB0512 seeks to dismantle these
coercive practices by ensuring that false or misleading statements from law
enforcement cannot be used to manipulate minors into self-incrimination. This
bill is a critical step toward creating a fairer justice system that prioritizes truth,
accountability, and the protection of our youth.

By preventing the use of deceptive interrogation tactics against minors,
HB165/SB0512 will help reduce wrongful convictions, keep Black children out of
the school-to-prison pipeline, and reinforce the integrity of Maryland’s legal
system. Ensuring that confessions are obtained fairly will not only protect Black
youth but also help rebuild trust between law enforcement and the communities
they serve. Black Marylanders deserve a justice system that upholds their rights
and treats them with dignity.

For these reasons, the Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland strongly supports
HB165/SB0512.
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