
 
 

 

 
1 

 

January 24, 2025 

Testimony on HB 215 
Elections – Ranked-Choice Voting in Contests for Presidential Nomination and Certification of 

Election-Supporting Technology 
Ways & Means 

Position: Favorable 

Common Cause Maryland is in favor of HB 215, which would authorize the State Board of Elections 
to adopt a ranked-choice voting method for presidential nomination, beginning with the 2028 
statewide primary election. 

In ranked-choice systems, voters rank candidates in their order of preference. Ballots are counted 
for the voters’ first choices, and if one candidate receives an outright majority, he or she wins. If no 
candidate has a majority, the candidate with the fewest votes is eliminated and voters who ranked 
that candidate as their first choice have their votes count for their second choice. This process 
continues until a candidate has a clear majority (50% plus one).     

A large field of candidates of candidates should be a signal of a healthy democracy. However, 
crowded electoral contests often give way to vote-splitting, fears of wasted votes, and a winner 
without clear majority support.    

The advantage of ranked-choice voting systems, especially in historically crowded electoral fields, 
is that they open electoral access to third-party candidates without creating a “spoiler” effect. This 
allows voters the freedom to voice their true preferences, rather than being forced to choose 
between the two most popular choices that may not represent them or their interests. It 
encourages candidates to run civilized campaigns that appeal to broader constituencies to garner 
second and third-choice support as well. Most importantly, ranked-choice voting guarantees that 
the winning candidate is supported by a majority of the voters.    

Across the country, 22 jurisdictions (including Takoma Park, Maryland, New York City, San 
Francisco, California, and Cambridge, Massachusetts) used ranked choice voting in their most 
recent election. 53 jurisdictions expect to use it in their next election or the one following.     

Common Cause Maryland firmly believes that the adoption of ranked-choice voting during the next 
presidential primary election will amplify voters’ voices, increase civic engagement and goodwill, 
and ensure that the candidate who reflects the views of the widest number of voters wins.  

For these reasons, we support HB 215 and urge a favorable report.    

  

  


