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In 2016, the General Assembly passed SB554/HB260, a Constitutional Amendment later ratified
by voters (72.6% voted yes), to hold special elections for vacancies in the offices of the State
Attorney General, Comptroller, or U.S. Senator that occur in the first half of a term. Every year
since, legislators have attempted to similarly reform the appointment process for the General
Assembly.

Nearly a quarter of our legislative colleagues were selected by political party leaders-- rather
than elected by their constituents. There is growing discontent with the role of Party Central
Committees, which do not allow voters to express their views as to which candidate should
represent them... perhaps for the balance of our four-year terms. According to a 2024 Gonzales
poll, 85% of Marylanders favor filling vacancies in a special election.

SB2 aims to modify the inadequately democratic Central Committee appointment process. It
would require a Special Election to be held to coincide with the Presidential election schedule if
a legislative vacancy occurs 55 days or more prior to the filing deadline. During the last two
years of a term, Democratic and Republican Central Committees would submit nominations to
the Governor, as they do now.

This bill passed the Senate by a vote of 44-2.

SB2 would go into effect immediately following the voters’ approval of the Constitutional
Amendment in November of 2026.

We have the ability to make our system more democratic, representative, and responsive,
similar to the 29 other states’ that use Special Elections to fill legislative vacancies.

| urge a favorable report on SB2.
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2016RS/bills/sb/sb0554F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0260/?ys=2016rs
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/11/26/appointments-maryland-general-assembly/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2025RS/bills/sb/sb0002t.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/How_vacancies_are_filled_in_state_legislatures




