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 2A Maryland 
P.O. Box 8922 • Elkridge, MD 21075 

2A@2AMaryland.org • www.2amaryland.org 
 

 
House Bill 0387 

Sales and Use Tax - Firearms, Firearm Accessories, and Ammunition 
Rate Alteration 

Unfavorable 
 
In concept House Bill 387 is a clone of California’s Assembly Bill 28, which imposed an 11% 
tax that applies to gross receipts from retail sales of ammunition, firearms, accessories, 
and parts. HB 387 is also similar to firearms tax legislation passed in Seattle, which has 
not lived up to its proponents’ predictions. 
 
House Bill 387 would add an 11% excise tax on firearms in addition to the current 6% sales 
tax. Because the excise tax is based upon the gross receipts (page 6, lines 9-11), the 11% 
excise tax will be based upon the selling price plus the 6% sales tax for a total tax of 17.7%. 
This is in addition to the 11% Pittman-Robertson tax which is already in place supporting 
wildlife programs throughout Maryland. 
 
The bill’s proponents include groups who support any bill which discourages, restricts or 
bans the legal ownership of firearms. Their literature contains several false claims about 
the nature of the funding sources and touting the success of similar schemes on the west 
coast. 
 
The increased costs will have a cascading negative impact on the State’s economy. State 
income from sales tax, corporate income tax, and personal income tax will see a decline 
as consumers purchase out of state and by mail order to avoid the proposed punitive 
excise tax. Some businesses will close, others will move out of Maryland, jobs will be lost, 
businesses such as lodging, restaurants, clothing stores etc., which benefit from revenue 
relating to hunting and the shooting sports will see a decline in income. 
 
The ultimate result will be across the board reduction in corporate and personal income 
tax revenue across the entire state. This tax is regressive in nature and will have a 
disproportionate impact on those of limited financial means. 
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Senate Bill 0387 
Unfavorable 
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There is ample evidence that “gun tax” schemes do not produce the windfall of revenue 
the proponents claim. (See attachment.) 
 
HB 387 provides for a staggered implementation which first targets so-called “large 
retailers” defined as having a footprint over 20,000 square feet. That a retailer might have 
only 100 square feet devoted to firearms sales seems not to matter. Exactly how and with 
what resources the Comptroller will determine the square footage is unknown. 
 
No provisions are made in this bill regarding how and with what resources the 
Comptroller will monitor and police the over 760 federal firearm license holders in 
Maryland. Nor does the bill consider that it is legal to purchase a rifle or shotgun in any 
of the states contiguous to Maryland (Public Safety §5-204). Further, these contiguous 
states are home to 6,433 federal firearms license holders. How Maryland’s Comptroller 
will monitor the sales receipts and/or number of sales, to then enforce HB 387’s taxing 
scheme, on out of state sales by out of state dealers, is something the sponsors should be 
compelled to explain. Perhaps it is best described by the old adage “nothing is impossible 
for those who do not have to do it.” 
 
It should be noted that the majority of shock trauma cases are due to falls and automobile 
accidents. According to Shock Trauma’s own literature, only 21% are violence-related and 
not all are firearms related injuries. (See attachment.) 
 
Historically, Americans have not reacted well to taxes, especially tax increases. Recent 
reports indicate that California leads the nation in the number of citizens fleeing to states 
with more freedom and lower taxes. Businesses in Seattle relocated to areas where the 
governments are less tax hungry. Maryland legislators should be wary about following 
California and Seattle’s misguided tax policies. 
 
We strongly urge an unfavorable report on House Bill 0387. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
John H. Josselyn 
2A Maryland 
02/13/2025 
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F A C T S

Q U I C K  N U M B E R S

For more than 50 years, the R Adams Cowley Shock 

Trauma Center has been a worldwide leader in 

trauma care. Shock Trauma is the heart of Maryland’s 

exceptional Emergency Medical Services (EMS) — the 

first coordinated system in the country and a national 

model of excellence. To date, more than 200,000 

people have been cared for at Shock Trauma.

PRIMARY TRAUMA ADMISSIONS 

 5,997   Patient Encounters

 MECHANISM OF INJURY

   39%    Motor Vehicle  
             Collisions

    37%    Falls    

   21%     Violence

       2%    Other

GROUND VS. AIR ADMISSIONS

 

M I S S I O N
To serve as a multidisciplinary 

clinical, educational and  

research institution dedicated 

to world-class standards in 

the prevention and manage-

ment of critical injury and  

illness and its consequences.

umm.edu/shocktrauma

W H E N  L I F E  I S  O N  T H E  L I N E …
“The R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center is Maryland’s Primary 
Adult Resource Center (PARC) serving more than 6,000 critically 
ill and severely injured people each year. These are people who get 
up each day, leave their home for work or school and end up here 
at Shock Trauma. Our team is committed to giving every person a 
second chance.” THOMAS M. SCALEA, MD, FACS, MCCM

WE HEAL At one of the highest-volume trauma centers in the 
United States, teams of providers are standing by 24/7 to receive, 
resuscitate, stabilize and treat those whose lives are threatened  
by time-sensitive injury, including: acute complex orthopaedic 
injury, spinal injuries, brain injury, facial trauma, multiple organ 
dysfunction, respiratory failure, soft-tissue infection and sepsis. 

WE TEACH The Shock Trauma/Surgical Critical Care  
Fellowship is the largest and one of the most prestigious programs 
of its kind. The goal of the fellowship is to produce physician leaders  
in academic surgery who specialize in critical care and trauma. 

WE DISCOVER The Shock Trauma research program aims to  
become the benchmark for national and international trauma 
research that addresses issues of injury prevention, patient care,  
delivery of care, public policy and financing of trauma care and 
systems of care. The program includes: clinical research trials, a  
place to test emergency technologies and a collaboration with the 
U.S. Air Force through the C-STARS-MD program.

WE CARE In keeping with the mission of preventing severe injury 
and death, teams from Shock Trauma conduct a variety of prevention 
programs in collaboration with schools, community groups and the 
court system. The programs target adolescents and adults on topics 
including seatbelt use, violence prevention and safe driving strategies 
focused on eliminating distracted or impaired driving. For more  
information, email prevention@umm.edu. 
 
 
 

Ground 
89%

Air  
11%

John
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