@ Metropolitan Washington
Council of Governments

March 9, 2026

The Honorable Ben Barnes, Chair The Honorable Anne R. Kaiser, Vice Chair
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Maryland House of Delegates Maryland House of Delegates

RE: Support for HB1458 State SNAP for Refugees & Asylees +
Dear Chair Barnes and Vice Chair Kaiser,

On behalf of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG) Food and Regional
Agriculture Member (FARM) Policy Committee, we are writing in support of HB1458 State
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program for Refugees and Asylees - Establishment.

As the association of local governments in the metropolitan Washington region, COG supports
measures that support food security and well-being, as detailed in our 2026 Legislative Priorities.
This includes using federal, state, and local legislative efforts to improve food security, healthy food
access, and food system resilience. This year’s legislative priorities also emphasize the need to
support efforts which reverse recent changes to SNAP that restrict eligibility to the program.

We support HB1458 to create a state program to provide a SNAP benefit for refugees, asylees,
parolees, and other immigrants with legal status, who were previously eligible for this critical, federal
nutrition assistance program. HB1458 is designed to support the aforementioned individuals and
families who have been present since early July 2025 when HR 1 became law and made them
ineligible.

HB1458 is a time limited investment to provide nutritional assistance until such time as participating
individuals become lawful permanent residents and eligible for SNAP benefits. We hope you will
support this legislation to mitigate one of the harmful impacts of HR 1.

Please contact Lindsay Smith, COG's Senior Food and Agriculture Planner, at 202-962-
3307 or Ismith@mwcog.org if you have any questions.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

iy .

Andrew Friedson
Chair, FARM Committee
Councilmember
Montgomery County, MD


https://www.mwcog.org/committees/food-and-agriculture-regional-member-policy-committee-farm-/
https://www.mwcog.org/committees/food-and-agriculture-regional-member-policy-committee-farm-/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1458?ys=2026RS
https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2024/01/10/cog-legislative-priorities-featured-publications-infrastructure-legislative-priorities/
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