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March 11,2026

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

My name is Elizabeth Handy, and | am a teacher at KIPP Baltimore, a public charter school enrolling
more than 1,400 students in West Baltimore. I write to express my support for HB1430.

Every day, | see how important strong learning environments are for students. Safe, well-maintained
facilities are not a luxury — they are a foundation for effective teaching and learning. Strong school
facilities also support educators like me by providing the safe, functional learning environments that
my colleagues and | deserve to do our best work for students every day.

Unlike traditional public schools, public charter schools must pay for their buildings using the same
funding meant for classrooms, teachers, and student programs. This forces schools to make trade-offs
between maintaining safe, functional buildings and investing fully in students and instruction.

HB1430 would help address this inequity by providing dedicated facilities funding for public charter
school students. With up to $1,600 per pupil in facilities support, schools can maintain safe, functional
buildings while keeping classroom resources focused on teaching and learning.

Public charter school students are public school students, and they deserve learning environments
that support their success. For these reasons, | respectfully ask the committee to give HB1430 a
favorable report.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Handy

Teacher, KIPP Harmony Academy

2000 Edgewood St., Baltimore, MD 21216
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