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Dear Chair Barnes, Vice Chair Kaiser, and members of the Committee,

I am writing in support of House Bill 1592 which will help provide much-needed funding to county library
systems and regional resources centers throughout the state of Maryland.

The current per capita funding cycle for Maryland public library systems is set to expire at the end of
FY27, after which we will be flat-funded. HB1592 will extend the per capita increase through FY2032,
allowing Maryland library systems to continue meeting the increased operating costs and public service
demands. Without an extension of per-capita increases, libraries throughout the state will be forced to
make difficult decisions regarding resources, services, and staff at a time when the demand for our
services, especially in vulnerable communities, has never been higher.

Over the past decade, the increasing costs of providing library services (42%) has outpaced inflation
(31.8%), driven largely by the increased costs of salaries and wages to ensure that libraries are staffed
sufficiently to provide this wide range of services in our communities. Even as yearly costs rise faster
than our funding, Maryland libraries continue to provide robust access to books, the internet, and other
technology, buildings, programs, and services for every member of the community.
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For Caroline County, as well as every other smaller library system in the state, the increased funding for
regional library resource centers is especially important. Regional resource centers serve as a force
multiplier for Maryland Libraries, offering services, resources, and support to smaller and less wealthy
counties that we would not be able to get elsewhere. The Eastern Shore Regional Library, for instance,
provides eight counties on the Eastern Shore with Cataloging, IT, Programming, and Staff Development
support, in addition to providing direct digital resources and database access to residents of all eight

counties.

The Caroline County Public Library supports HB1592, and | hope that you will as well.

Sincerely,
%M Owwenae

Jonah Owens

Executive Director
Caroline County Public Library
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