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Delegate Stein’s Testimony in Support of House Bill 1257

BCPS - Financial Reporting Requirements
Chair Barnes, Vice Chair Kaiser, and Members of the Appropriations Committee:

This bill would provide more transparency regarding the Baltimore County school
budget.

The proposed school system budget for the 2027 fiscal year is $2.49 billion.

Online, the school system does provide a large amount of information relating to
its proposed budget. But it’s hard to access. And some key information doesn’t
seem to be available online at all.

HB 1257 would require that several categories of budget information be made
available in a publicly available online format.

It would require historical budget data for three years; vendor contract awards for
the current fiscal year and the previous year; school-level enrollment data;
information on call capital improvement projects; and quarterly actual-to-budget
reports.

In this way, the public would have much more insight as to how the school
system’s budget operates.



