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Appropriations Committee

The Maryland House of Delegates

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

March 19, 2026

The Honorable Benjamin S. Barnes

Chair of the House Appropriations Committee
121 Taylor House Office Building

6 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Testimony of HB 1592 — Education — Regional Resource Centers and County Libraries
- Funding

Dear Chair Barnes,

House Bill 1592 — Education — Regional Resource Centers and County Libraries -
Funding extends the state funding share for local public library systems and the three regional
library systems through fiscal year 2032 at an annual rate of 3% per capita for regionals and
3.21% per capita for local library systems. The current state share cycle ends in fiscal year 2027,
at which time libraries across the state will face flat funding if the state share is not extended.
They will struggle to meet the persistent and increasing needs of their communities for access to

information, education, and opportunity.

State funding accounts for approximately 10 to 15% of a county library system’s
operating budget. For the three regional systems located in Eastern, Western, and Southern
Maryland, state funding accounts for nearly all their operating budget and is directed toward
brokering shared resources in counties where local funding alone cannot fully support a library
system. These funds are critical for supplementing local funding to ensure our communities have

access to high quality resources, facilities, and staff in every corner of the state.

In addition to extending state funding, this bill also updates programmatic requirements

for libraries to receive funding, shifting prioritization from statewide pandemic recovery to



advancing new statewide initiatives that support early literacy and student success, closing
digital equity gaps, promoting education and workforce development, strengthening

communities and promoting civic engagement, and addressing mental health.

Despite representing only 0.17% of the state’s entire operating budget, Maryland libraries
provide an outstanding return on investment. Libraries are essential in times of economic
uncertainty. Ensuring stable funding is vital for libraries to continue removing barriers,

expanding access, and supporting all Marylanders.
I respectfully request a favorable report on House Bill 1592.

Sincerely,
7= B

Delegate Ben Barnes
Chair of the House Appropriations Committee



