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Chair Guzzone, Vice Chair Rosapepe, and Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of the Prince George’s County Council, we respectfully submit this testimony in support of House Bill 
1224. 

Prince George’s County continues to experience the real and visible impacts of vacant and abandoned properties 
ranging from neighborhood blight and public safety concerns to suppressed property values and stalled economic 
activity. These properties often place a disproportionate burden on local governments, requiring ongoing code 
enforcement, maintenance interventions, and public safety responses, all while contributing little to the local tax 
base. 

House Bill 1224 provides a targeted and practical tool to address this challenge. By authorizing charter counties to 
establish a higher property tax rate on vacant and abandoned properties even beyond existing charter limitation, 
this legislation creates a meaningful incentive for property owners to return these properties to productive use. At 
the same time, it ensures that jurisdictions like Prince George’s County have the flexibility to respond to long-
standing community concerns without being constrained by structural tax caps. 

Importantly, this bill is not about broadly increasing taxes. Rather, it is about aligning policy with accountability, 
ensuring that properties which negatively impact surrounding communities are addressed in a way that promotes 
reinvestment, redevelopment, and neighborhood stabilization. 

For Prince George’s County, this authority represents opportunities to encourage rehabilitation and occupancy of 
long-vacant properties; reduce the strain on local code enforcement and public safety resources; and generate 
revenue that can be reinvested into community revitalization efforts.  

House Bill 1224 builds on existing efforts across Maryland to more effectively manage vacant properties and 
reflects a thoughtful approach to balancing local flexibility with community needs. 

For these reasons, the Prince George’s County Council respectfully urges the Committee to issue a favorable 
report on House Bill 1224.  
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