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ANNE AHENI]EL COUNTY
BILL: SB378 DATE: February 9, 2026
SUBJECT: Regional and County Library COMMITTEE: Budget and Taxation
per capita funding Subcommittee
TESTIMONY Skip Auld, Chief Executive POSITION: Support
FROM: Officer, Anne Arundel County

Public Library
Chair Guzzone and members of the Budget & Taxation Subcommittee:

On behalf of Anne Arundel County Public Library (AACPL), | write in strong support of SB378, which
extends the State’s per capita funding formula for Maryland’s public libraries from FY2028 through
FY2032.

State funding is a critical component of AACPL’s operating budget, supporting library staff,
facilities, technology, and public services that our residents rely on every day. Current scheduled
increases end in FY27; without this extension, libraries—including AACPL—would face flat funding
despite rising costs and growing demand. SB378’s modest annual increases of approximately 3
percent provide the predictability needed for responsible planning and continued high-quality
service.

Demand for library services in Anne Arundel County continues to grow. Over the past decade,
public program offerings and participation have increased substantially, and millions of
Marylanders—including many of our residents—depend on library WiFi for school, work, and
access to government services. Use of e-books and other digital materials has surged, even as
costs for these resources rise faster than inflation.

At the same time, the cost of delivering library services has outpaced inflation, driven largely by
increased personnel and technology expenses, while staffing levels have remained relatively flat.
Without continued state support, AACPL would be forced to consider reductions in hours,
programs, or services that our community values.
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AACPL plays a vital role in Anne Arundel County by:

e Supporting early literacy and school readiness for young children and their caregivers;

e Providing millions of books and digital materials annually to children and students;

o Expanding access to essential services such as social work support, legal aid, tax assistance, and
food resources; and

¢ Reaching underserved neighborhoods through mobile and outreach services.

Finally, continued State Aid and regional support are essential to ensuring equitable access to
library services across Maryland, including smaller and rural communities within Anne Arundel

County.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge a favorable report on SB378. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Skip Auld

Chief Executive Officer



