February 9, 2026

The Honorable Brian J. Feldman

Chair, Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

2 West Miller Senate Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: Support for SB 378, Regional Resource Centers and County Libraries, Funding
Dear Chair Feldman,

Maryland Latinos Unidos (MLU) is honored to express our strong support for Senate Bill 378,
Regional Resource Centers and County Libraries, Funding, which is scheduled for a hearing in
the Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee. This bill strengthens and
stabilizes funding for institutions that serve as frontline access points for education, workforce
development, and family support, particularly for immigrant and low income communities.

Public libraries and regional resource centers play a critical role in reducing educational and
economic disparities. According to the American Library Association, libraries are among the
most trusted institutions for digital access, adult literacy, English language learning, and job
search assistance. In Maryland, libraries provide essential services such as English classes,
citizenship preparation, homework support, and access to computers and broadband for families
who may lack reliable internet at home. The Pew Research Center reports that Hispanic adults
are significantly more likely than White adults to rely on public access points for internet
connectivity, underscoring the importance of sustained investment in these spaces.

SB 378 recognizes that these services cannot be sustained through unstable or piecemeal
funding. By strengthening state support for regional resource centers and county libraries, the bill
helps ensure continuity of programming, staffing capacity, and outreach in communities where
demand is highest. This is especially important as libraries increasingly function as de facto
service hubs for immigrant families navigating education systems, workforce transitions, and
public benefits.

Implications for Latino and immigrant Marylanders

For Latino and immigrant families, SB 378 expands opportunity by reinforcing access to
education, language acquisition, and digital tools that are foundational to economic mobility.
Stable library and resource center funding supports adult learners seeking credentials, parents
supporting children in school, and workers building new skills. MLU can amplify these
outcomes by partnering with libraries and regional centers to expand culturally responsive
programming, multilingual outreach, and connections to workforce and civic education
initiatives that strengthen long term community stability.



MLU urges the Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee to issue a favorable report
on SB 378.

Sincerely,

Carlos Orbe, Jr.

Communications and Public Affairs Specialist
Maryland Latinos Unidos

corbejr(@mdlatinosunidos.org



