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Chair Guzzone, Vice Chair Rosapepe, and Members of the Budget & Tax Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to present SB 497. SB 497 provides a property tax exemption for
property owned by the City of Hagerstown and the Hagerstown Multi-Use Sports and Events
Facility, Inc., when that property is used primarily for public social, recreational, and
entertainment purposes. Facilities of this nature are community assets that promote tourism,
economic development, and quality of life. By clarifying their tax-exempt status, the bill ensures
that public-purpose properties are treated consistently with their civic mission.

The bill also applies the exemption retroactively. This balanced approach supports a valuable
community asset while preserving local flexibility.

Thank you for your consideration of this bill, and we respectfully request a favorable report on
SB 497.

Sincerely,
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Senator Paul D. Corderman — District 2, Washington & Frederick Counties



