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Dear Chair Guzzone, Vice Chair Rosapepe, and members of the committee,

| am writing in support of SB 410 - State Library Resource — Funding.

This bill will minimally increase funding for the State Library Resource Center (SLRC)
from FY 2028 - FY 2032. These small funding increases will allow SLRC to help
libraries and individuals across the state access the services and resources they need.

Maryland is unique in that we don't have an independent State Library. instead, the
Central Library of the Enoch Pratt Free Library fills that role, as it has done since the
1970s. By serving in this capacity, SLRC's resources allow county and regional library
systems to utilize their limited budgets strategically, to best serve their unique
communities. SLRC’s contributions essentially act as a multiplier for what Maryland
libraries can provide the residents of our state. SLRC saves both the state and local
municipalities money, and provides services they would otherwise not be able to
provide.

The State Library Resource Center offers access to high-quality educational databases
and research materials that help citizens statewide via their local library systems. The
homework help resources provided through SLRC level the playing field for residents
who don’t have access to private tutors or the ability to travel to get information for
assignments. In addition to providing virtual instruction, SLRC staff travel the state to
help educate students participating in National History Day, teach adults how to do
genealogical research, and help aspiring entrepreneurs how to find grants to help
launch their small businesses. In times of both restricted budgets and dubious access to
factual information, the books, databases, and other sources of information, the
resources and services that SLRC provides Maryland residents and libraries is
essential. In FY 2025 students in K-12 schools used our databases 1.5 million times,
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residents contacted us with reference questions 267,704 times, and people accessed
our government documents collection over 9,000 times.

Most notably, SLRC provides a high speed internet network, IT infrastructure, and
accessibility to many statewide public libraries, municipal governments, and educational
institutions at no charge.

SLRC has been flat funded for FY 2026 and FY 2027, and we have already been
making difficult cuts where we can. In FY 2025 we fully utilized the $12,760,847 in the
state allocation and supplemented costs with $1,790,000 from the Enoch Pratt Free
Library’s general fund in order to maintain essential services. The City of Baltimore and
the Enoch Pratt Free Library cannot maintain this level of support. While we have not
yet had to cut interlibrary loan services, we have had to cut back the staffed hours of
some of our public service departments. It pains us to turn people away, but a few of
our departments have become appointment-only out of necessity. In addition, the cost
of electronic resources continues to skyrocket, as does building maintenance and other
major expenses.

Please vote in favor of the small incremental increases that will allow us to continue to
serve Maryland residents and libraries with the level of service they deserve. A very
small increase to us will truly have an exceptional impact on lives throughout our state.
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