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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 59. This bill provides for expedited
proceedings in certain cases.

Actions for wrongful detainer are currently expedited, pursuant to Maryland Real
Property Article 814-132. This bill would further abbreviate the appeal process by
requiring that the circuit court set a hearing within 3 days of the application for appeal.
Three days is insufficient to transmit to another court, schedule a hearing, and sufficiently
notify all necessary parties. Additionally, the bill requires that the circuit court “serve
notice” on the parties and their counsel immediately and in person. The Judiciary sends a
notice for every hearing, but does not itself initiate formal service of process. Service of
process is the method by which one party formally serves pleadings to the other. While
service of process can be accomplished in a number of ways, it is initiated and completed
at the behest of the litigant. The litigant, or their attorney, then files an affidavit of service
with the court as proof of service. Common methods of personal service include service



by a process server or sheriff and certified mail with restricted delivery. On page 5, line
3, the Judiciary would request that “serve” be stricken and “send” inserted. On page 5,
line 5, the Judiciary would request that “’and in person” be stricken.

It should be noted that “advertised for sale or lease” is not defined or limited by any
verifiable method, including that the sale or lease be bona fide. Individuals could
improperly list a property for sale or lease to gain the benefit of expedited proceedings,
which raises the potential for abuse and fraud.
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