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TESTIMONY ON HB#/0149 – FAVORABLE 

Fire Prevention - Assistant Fire Marshals, Residential Rental High-Rise Property Fire 

Safety Equipment, and Fire Alarm System Technicians 

TO: Chair Valderrama, Vice Chair Charkoudian, and members of the Economic Matters 

Committee 

FROM: Richard Keith Kaplowitz 

My name is Richard K. Kaplowitz. I am a resident of District 3. I am submitting this 

testimony in support of HB#0149, Fire Prevention - Assistant Fire Marshals, Residential 

Rental High-Rise Property Fire Safety Equipment, and Fire Alarm System Technicians  

As the father-in-law of a firefighter in Montgomery County, she has discussed with her mother and 

me the dangers present when fighting a fire in a high-rise residential building. During my own 

career in Information Technology, I was trained to serve as a fire marshal for my floor in our 

business high rise building. I know how important having knowledgeable and trained resources 

can be in any fire emergency. 

This bill will authorize a county or municipal corporation to designate certain fire marshals with 

the approval of the State Fire Marshal or to request that the State Fire Marshal designate certain 

fire marshals and requiring the State Fire Marshal to adopt certain regulations governing the 

qualifications, training, standards, and certification of designees; requiring installation of certain 

fire prevention in certain high-rise residential buildings; etc.  

This bill can save lives and protect residents of these buildings as well as first responders fighting 

any fires in these locations. 

I respectfully urge this committee to return a favorable report and pass HB0149. 


