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PREMIUM CIGAR RETAILERS

March 4, 2026
Opposition for House Bill 918,

Madame Chair and members of the Committee,

The Premium Cigar Retailers Association of Maryland represents over 35 adult
only brick and mortar premium cigar specialty stores in the State.

We write today in opposition to House Bill HB 918.

HB 918 would enable Baltimore City to regulate products differently at the local level
than at the state level. Enabling local jurisdictions to enact their own set of rules and
regulations will lead to inconsistent implementation and will make compliance mor
difficult, costly, and burdensome. We oppose a patchwork approach by local
jurisdictions on these matters.

If adopted, this legislation will have the effect of driving business in Baltimore
City across jurisdictional lines and will require people to travel farther and spend
more time, in order to obtain the products that they want. These regulations will
drive dollars out of the city into neighboring jurisdictions and eventually out of
the state.

Premium cigars and pipe tobacco are a premium product that youth are not
interested in. Youth are not allowed in cigar lounges and these lounges are not a
part of the problem of youth access.

Additionally, during the COVID-19 Pandemic, we saw how difficult it is for
business owners to comply with a varying closures and mandates by localities.
Overlapping jurisdiction creates confusion and consternation among businesses,
customers, and regulators.

For these reasons we respectfully ask for an unfavorable report on HB 918.

Sincerely

Matthew Bohle, Obie Chinemere and Bill Castelli of RWL — 410-269-5066
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