Determination: FAVORABLE WITH AMENDMENTS

After review of House Bill 415 and weighing it against my record of municipal |eadership,
economic development advocacy, public safety responsibility, and community accountability,
the strongest and most defensible position is Favorable With Amendments.

Why:

Loca municipalities inside the Capital Beltway continue to face limited access to essential
retail investment, food access challenges, and uneven economic growth. Allowing carefully
regulated Class A beer and beer and wine licenses within qualified retail grocery
establishments may support neighborhood reinvestment, stabilize local shopping corridors, and
improve resident convenience while strengthening the local tax base.

However, the proposal also introduces measurable risks to small independent license holders,
community safety expectations, and municipal oversight if implementation occurs without
clear guardrails. Asamunicipal leader responsible for balancing economic opportunity with
neighborhood stability, targeted amendments are necessary to ensure the policy supports
community growth without unintended harm.

Recommended Amendments:

1. Require formal notice and consultation with the affected municipality prior to license
approval. 2. Require a public safety impact review including proximity to schools, youth
centers, and residential density. 3. Establish local reporting transparency so municipalities
receive annual license performance data. 4. Require measurable compliance reviews during the
five year pilot period prior to renewal consideration. 5. Maintain enforcement authority to
suspend participation if food sales thresholds or operational standards are not maintained.

Testimony:
Chair and Members of the Committee,

My name is The Honorable Dr Cashenna A Cross. | submit this testimony based on direct
municipal governance experience serving residents within Prince Georges County inside the
Capital Beltway.

Communities like ours work daily to attract responsible investment while protecting quality of
life for families. Grocery access, economic activity, and neighborhood stability are deeply
connected. When residents can shop locally in safe and well managed environments,
communities grow stronger and small business ecosystems benefit.

House Bill 415 presents an opportunity to modernize outdated restrictions that may limit
investment in areas that need it most. Allowing qualified grocery establishments to obtain
limited Class A beer and beer and wine licenses can help anchor retail corridors and increase



economic viability when implemented responsibly.

At the same time, municipalities carry the direct impact of land use decisions, public safety
concerns, and community expectations. Local leaders must have visibility and engagement in
decisions that affect neighborhood character and daily resident life.

The amendments proposed above ensure balance. They allow innovation and investment while
preserving accountability, transparency, and safety. A structured pilot approach with
measurable reporting protects both economic progress and community trust.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge afavorable report with amendments to House Bill 415.

Respectfully submitted,

The Honorable Dr Cashenna A Cross Municipal Leader and Prince Georges County Resident



