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| am submitting this testimony in favor of HBO778 on behalf of the Maryland Legislative Coalition. The
Maryland Legislative Coalition is an association of activists - individuals and grassroots groups in every
district in the state. We are unpaid citizen lobbyists, and our Coalition supports well over 30,000
members.

Maryland, like other states, has had a housing crisis for years. We are not making enough new housing
for demand. We have focused on affordable housing in order to support low-income residents and
ensure that they have places to live. However, we really haven’t focused much on the middle market.
We need new housing stock for starter homes and middle-income residents.

This bill, if enacted, would require local jurisdictions have to create opportunities for middle housing.
Each jurisdiction would create a comprehensive plan by January 1, 2027 that would assess the suitability
of all vacant, unused, or underutilized commercial or industrial land for housing use to create
opportunities for more housing in areas served by existing public water and sewer systems; and create
recommendations to alter local laws as necessary.

Each local jurisdiction with local zoning authority will allow middle housing (which includes duplexes,
triplexes, quadplexes, cottage clusters, or town houses) on any individual lot, existing before January 1,
2015, that —

e s located in a zoning district that allows construction of single—family detached dwelling units
e isvacant

Middle housing must also be allowed on at least 25% of the lots in any new residential subdivision with
at least 20 lots for single—family dwelling units.

This is an important bill that will allow the state and local jurisdictions move productively towards
ensuring the housing stock we need.

We strongly support this bill and recommend a FAVORABLE report in committee.



