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Chair Valderamma and Members of the Economic Matters Committee: 

 
The Community Development Network of Maryland (CDN) is the voice for Maryland’s community 
development sector and serves nearly 200 member organizations. The mission of CDN is to 
promote, strengthen and advocate for the community development sector throughout Maryland’s 
urban, suburban and rural communities. We advocate for secure housing and strong communities. 
 
SB 274 -On March 20, 2026, the Maryland State Senate passed Senate Bill 274, which would codify 
liability for disparate impact discrimination in Maryland fair housing law and permit the Department 
of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) to issue regulations on how counties, cities, and 
housing agencies must affirmatively further fair housing (AFFH)  

Unfortunately, the bill was amended in the Senate, and those amendments remove existing 
protections under state law and create conflicts with federal law. We urge the House of Delegates to 
amend the bill to ensure the legislation does not conflict with federal law and can been used as an 
effective tool to remedy decades-long exclusion of Black residents, other residents of color, and 
other protected classes who have experienced historic and present-day discrimination. The 
Economic Matters Committee voted favorably on House Bill 573, which included similar language to 
the SB 274 amendments we propose here.  

We urge the Committee to amend SB 274 and restore these critical protections. 

1.​ Removing the “or” in the phrase “substantial, legitimate, or nondiscriminatory” is similarly 
necessary to preserve existing legal protections and ensure consistency with federal fair 
housing law. 

2.​ Add “regardless of intent” on page 3 line 24 after “status.” 
3.​ Add “OR CREATES, INCREASES, REINFORCES, OR PERPETUATES SEGREGATED HOUSING 

PATTERNS” back into the text. 

The Trump administration has abandoned fair housing and is picking and choosing which housing 
laws it will enforce. Black and disabled Marylanders will be harmed by this policy. Maryland must 
take action to defend its residents against all forms of housing discrimination—not weaken its own 
laws. The senate amendments added to SB 274 are dangerous and conflict with federal and state 
court decisions. 

We urge you to amend this law and move ahead to preserve state protections. 

Submitted by Claudia Wilson Randall, Executive Director, Community Development Network of MD​  
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