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EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION

This legislation creates new requirements for public service companies seeking a certificate of public
convenience and necessity (CPCN) for new transmission lines. It mandates that applicants provide written
notice by certified mail to all owners of land that would be crossed by the line, as well as to owners of
adjacent land.

The bill also states that failure to provide proper notice could invalidate a CPCN. In order to ensure the
completeness of certain CPCNs under this new law, the Department expects that this additional requirement
would increase costs and review time, as staff would need to help validate the outreach to impacted and
adjacent landowners, before the application is sent to the Public Service Commission (PSC).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Power Plant Research Program (PPRP) is responsible for reviewing CPCNs for transmission lines prior
to the application being considered by the PSC. Traditionally robust notice requirements are already folded
into the CPCN process once it reaches the PSC. Current law and PSC regulations require applicants to
provide notice to affected property owners, local governments, and other stakeholders.

This bill would duplicate these public notice requirements and mandate them as part of the initial application
process and CPCN review.

BiLL EXPLANATION

SB 584 requires a person applying for a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the construction
of any transmission line to provide certain notices to certain landowners. Additionally, the bill establishes
that failure to provide this required notice would invalidate any related public hearing or, under certain
circumstances, void the application for a CPCN entirely.
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