EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT WES MOORE

STATE OF MARYLAND GOVERNOR
COMMISSION MEMBERS: JENNIFER K. ALLGAIR
CRAIG D, ROSWELL. Chaiy STATE ETHICS COMMISSION Exoentive Diroctor

KAREN D. MORGAN 45 CALVERT STREET, 3" FLOOR WILLIAM J. COLQUHOUN
MARIELA OLIVARES ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 General Counsel

JAMES N. ROBEY, JR. 410-260-7770 / 1-877-669-6085 KATHERINE P. THOMPSON
GENEAU M. THAMES Staff Counsel

https://ethics.maryland.gov

ANA L. HENRY
Assistant General Counsel
PANSY S. WATSON
Assistant Counsel

February 11, 2026

Senate Bill 80 — Maryland Public Ethics Law — Financial Disclosure Statements - State
Officials of and Candidates to be State Officials of the Judicial Branch

Testimony Before the Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

The State Ethics Commission provides testimony in support of Senate Bill 80. This is the
State Ethics Commission’s one departmental proposal this year. This legislation preserves
transparency while also increasing government efficiency and security for financial disclosure
filers by ensuring the most direct notification process for judicial officials and candidates for
judicial office. This legislation eliminates an administrative burden for both the Administrative
Office of the Courts and the State Ethics Commission. This legislation does not have any fiscal
impact for either State agency.

This bill clarifies that the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) administers the
financial disclosure provisions and public records inspection provisions of the Public Ethics Law
for judicial officials and candidates to be judicial officials. State officials of the Judicial Branch
file financial disclosure forms electronically through a system maintained and administered by the
Judiciary. The State Ethics Commission does not have access to that filing system at all and has
no authority over judicial officials.

Currently, the Public Ethics Law requires AOC to forward copies of all financial disclosure
statements that judicial officials file on their system to the State Ethics Commission. The proposed
legislation seeks to have this requirement removed from the law. When AOC sends copies of the
judicial officials’ statements to the Commission’s office, they are sent as PDF files and stored on
our computer system. The State Ethics Commission has received two requests to inspect a judicial
official’s financial disclosure statement since 2019 according to our inspection records. It is
duplicative to have the records at two agencies. The State Ethics Commission does not have the
same ability to directly notify a judicial official of a public inspection of their financial disclosure
statement. The Judiciary is in the best position to establish both procedures for public inspection
of these financial disclosure statements and provide prompt notification to State officials and
candidates of the Judicial Branch if their forms are reviewed.

This proposed legislation is good for government efficiency, prompt notification of
inspection of records to the filer, and has no fiscal impact on any agency. The Commission thanks
the Committee for its consideration of this departmental legislation and seeks a favorable report.
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