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 February 23, 2026 

The Honorable Brian J. Feldman, Chair 
and Members of the Education, Energy and the Environment Committee 
Senate of Maryland, Annapolis, Maryland 

RE:  SB0800 – Task Force on the Implementation of Approval Voting and Ranked-Choice Voting - 
UNFAVORABLE 

Dear Chair Feldman and Committee Members, 

The 1,308 members of the Maryland Federation of Republican Women strongly oppose SB0800.

Ranked Choice Voting is majority rule only when the winning candidate is determined in Round 1.  That is 
the only round where all votes originally cast are counted.  In all subsequent rounds, votes of some voters 
are excluded from the count. 

Millions of voters around the country voted against Ranked Choice Voting initiatives in the 2024 election 
— Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, and Oregon. Ranked Choice Voting had already 
been banned in 5 additional states – Florida, Idaho, Kentucky, South Dakota, Tennessee. 

Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) will: 

• Reduce a voter’s ability to make an informed decision -- choosing alternative candidates (2nd, 3rd,
4th, etc. choices) without knowing all who remain in the race at a particular point in time is unfair.
That voting method is appropriate only when all voters are in the same location at the time of
subsequent votes.

• Increase voter confusion and the potential for “spoiled” ballots.
o A single erasure or strike-through could invalidate the entire ballot.  Voters who wait until

the deadline to complete their ballot then make an error will not have time to secure a
replacement ballot.

o Mailed ballot voters will have no one present to explain the new, complicated process
(nearly 600,000 voters in the 2024 Primary Election).

o Ballots from other 2024 U.S. elections demonstrate the inadequacy of ballot instructions:
▪ Page 3 -- sample 2024 ballot -- City of Portland OR -- voters were instructed to rank

up to 6 of 19 candidates.
▪ Page 4 -- 2024 Presidential election ballot -- State of Maine.

• Complicate and slow the process of counting votes and certifying election results.
o The more candidates and positions involved, the more cumbersome and tedious the

process.  In 2022, each Maryland jurisdiction had at least 23 offices on the ballot, in addition
to ballot questions.

o Under both Approval Voting and Ranked Choice Voting, voters will need much longer to
make 3 or more choices for each position on the ballot.

o Some election day voters are likely to walk away from the polls if the line is too long or
moving too slowly.

• Undermine the public’s confidence in election results -- moving from the easily understood “one
vote per office” to complex and confusing formulas for tallying votes.
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• Result in increased numbers of voters skipping down-ballot races. Statistics already show a 
decrease in the number of votes cast in those very important local races (including school board). 

• Negatively impact a jurisdiction’s ability to close polls on time.

Primary elections exist to allow voters to scrutinize candidates and choose the most qualified to represent 
their political party in the General Election. 

The Maryland General Assembly has made numerous changes to election law and voting processes in recent 
years (Early Voting, Mail-In Voting, Drop Off Boxes, Same Day Voter Registration and Voting, etc.) with no 
increase in voter turnout, the main justification for those changes.  A review of the Maryland State Board of 
Elections' Official Turnout Reports for the 2022 General Election, voter turnout was down 10 percent 
statewide from the 2018 General Election.  

The decrease in voter turnout (2018 vs 2022) was greatest in Maryland’s largest counties, where turnout 
dropped 10 to 15 percent: 

      Jurisdiction  % Drop Off in Voting 
Prince George’s County 15%  
Charles County   13%  
Montgomery County  12%  
Baltimore City   11%  
Baltimore County  10%  
Howard County   10%  

Both Approval Voting and Ranked Choice Voting will confuse voters, undermine confidence in the election 
process, and make people question election results.  Approval Voting degrades the sacred duty of voting for 
our elected officials to a popularity contest.  Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) is confusing and manipulative.   

At this time of severe budget constraints, spending money on a Task Force to implement either Approval 
Voting or Ranked Choice Voting is wasteful, especially when budget areas such as aid for the 
developmentally disabled and pre-school scholarships are being cut. 

We don’t need a Task Force to tell Marylanders that these alternative voting methods will cost more time 
and tax dollars with no positive impacts on their sacred right to vote.   

We already have the most democratic voting process – the candidate receiving the most votes (without 
complicated elimination rounds) wins.   

For all of these reasons, please vote an UNFAVORABLE report on SB0800. 

Sincerely, 

Ella Ennis Sharon Carrick 
Legislative Co-Chair Legislative Co-Chair 

(443) 295-3989 (301) 464-1954
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https://www.rcv123.org/ranked-choice-sample-ballots/sample/portland_ballot_2024 

Sample ballot -- 2024 -- City of Portland OR 

https://www.rcv123.org/ranked-choice-sample-ballots/sample/portland_ballot_2024
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https://www.rcv123.org/ranked-choice-sample-ballots/sample/maine_ballot_2024 

Actual ballot used in 2024 -- State of Maine 

https://www.rcv123.org/ranked-choice-sample-ballots/sample/maine_ballot_2024
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