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Dear Honorable Chair  Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Mona Guilfoil and I am writing in support of SB0596.  

 I live in rural Carroll county. I am a member of  MD Third Act which along with over forty 
other environmental, advocacy and community organizations forms the Nature Forward 
Coalition of  Marylanders for Data Center Reform( MDCR). My neighbors and community in 
Carroll County are in the path of the Maryland Piedmont Reliability Project (MPRP). This 67 -
mile transmission line is being planned to bring fossil fuel generated power from 
Pennsylvania  through Maryland  to hyperscale data centers in Northern Virgina.  Maryland  
farms, businesses, neighborhoods, even land in preservation are being threatened by this 
project  because these large load, hyperscale data centers require so much energy. They 
are straining the grid and we are expected to pay the price.  Clearly, we need responsible, 
fair, forward-looking planning for how data centers are developed and added to the grid.  

We need SB 0596. 

This bill would: 

• Establish a voluntary demand response program for data centers 

• Require that new data centers get at least 25% of their energy from carbon-free 
sources or demand response  

• Prioritize data centers that bring their own clean energy  
• Require that data centers pay into a community benefit fund 

SB 0596  is a necessary step to ensure that data centers help build up our grid, not just take 

from it---and build it up in a way  that’s fair, climate-friendly, and respectful of  Maryland 

communities and rate-payers. 

I respectfully urge you to issue a favorable report on SB 0596.   

Thank you. 

 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMTtPtllYDjVXqIqxxsvlTypHcGWK4rv7mK5QPd8IUC5CsNTHmlFyHbX9_USKWFba5jLLJGPa9jUeoCkaYNIchIZ6xNiDaJrxNGj3oI1eTfZKRPXWMjPUmXlq2OpynhUMubTtL6fGvrC9ozg04RoPBWkkPQbX56K1eswZyGSTZpgr4cFf0qHK5alrTYsTzP9LJZfP8oqEqrTVOFj6vpT4SvAtmfvzQsSl_eVXxQayobdPRgJZw5c4MaAtZIS0WnUM906GOn1zxgVFSq0eljsOQ2qyQ_4bHTgI_csWaqkgYCJQE2EsvW5PRZ9cnGJLmAX64LzBWPDwMYNg_6oVdRSc8fQVgY-1SInYhjxpBmFsLU4cSJoIKOvd9HWQQqkcfj_05bqKpJIR0Ti48xXNVjSZeqKaSVP8tryR5jOFOK7zM8gMnOg_c8qhCrz9NSdRN1QVcYAAZCLGtfUQIdJ9_Stf4QQ/4ob/uuuW0HoFQtSLTq0ggwDJRA/h3/h001.u2oWPN21jey41N-lqD7TPncMAcWAR0Sakl4CcGijSjo


 

 

 


