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Testimony Supporting SB0780 — Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity - BURDEN Analysis
(CHERISH Our Communities Act)

Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

March 3, 2026

Position: FAVORABLE

Chair Korman, Vice-Chair Guyton, and members of the Committee,

My name is Evelyn Hoon. | am a lifelong Marylander, a resident of District 46, and a Doctoral
Researcher in Social Anthropology enrolled at the University of Cambridge (UK), where | study
environmental health in Baltimore City and North Anne Arundel County. My opinions herein are my
own, and do not reflect the position of the University of Cambridge. Today, | am writing to urge the
committee to issue a favorable report on SBO780 and SB0781, the CHERISH Our Communities Act.

As a social scientist, my research has investigated the healthcare experiences of older adults
experiencing pollution-related chronic illnesses in Baltimore. As you may know, older adults are
highly vulnerable to impacts from air pollution, which can aggravate heart disease and stroke, lung
diseases, and diabetes. Exposure to small particulate matter (PM2.5) increases older adults’ risk of
hospitalization for cardiovascular and respiratory emergencies, as well as contributing to dementia
risk. PM2.5 is emitted during energy generation —in Maryland, this is governed by Certificates of
Public Convenience and Necessity: the permits needed by new or expanding power plants
(applicable proposed bill: SB0780).

Currently, many communities in Maryland are surrounded by dozens of stationary pollution sources,
and thus experience air pollution burdens many times higher than considered safe by EPA or WHO
standards. This has real impacts for older adults in Maryland. The CHERISH Our Communities Act
(SB0780 and SB0781) will take reasonable action to protect the health of our most vulnerable
populations. It will apply only specific overburdened and underserved geographic regions. SB0780
will also only apply to polluting energy generation, which includes very few projects each year —
resulting in a low demand upon the PSC, but significant benefit for Marylanders.

The CHERISH Act is personal to me. Through my research, | have developed close relationships with
many individuals impacted by air pollution. Several months ago, a dear friend and central informant
for my Masters thesis passed away. | will never forget all the afternoons spent sitting with him in the
local diner, snacking on old bay potato chips and iced tea, watching college football, and discussing
his life and medical history. He lived for many years with Asthma-COPD overlap syndrome (ACOS),
and was diagnosed with lung cancer in his mid-60s. He was not a smoker or an industrial worker, but
he lived his whole life next door to dozens of industrial sites, in a heavily polluted and underserved
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community — Fairfield, and later Brooklyn, in District 46. He was kind, thoughtful, and endlessly witty.
He loved fishing and Christmas movies. He is survived by his five children and three grandchildren.
His death was avoidable.

Today, you have the power to pass legislation to protect Marylanders from pollution-related
iliness; to re-write this too-familiar story of struggle; to turn over a bright new page for our state,
and make Maryland a leader in the nation for environmental protections.

SB0780 and SB0781 will empower the PSC and MDE to take reasonable action to protect the health
and environment of our state’s most overburdened and underserved communities. This bill package,
which should be considered and passed together, reasonably reforms permitting processes for the
Public Service Commission (SB0780), and the Maryland Department of the Environment (SB0781), as
the sponsor panel will detail.

All of us testifying favorable today sincerely hope to celebrate the passing of this exciting piece of
common-sense, community-led legislation this session. As a proud Marylander, researcher, and
friend and collaborator of those impacted by cumulative pollution, I strongly urge a favorable report
on SB0780 and SB0781.

Sincerely,

Evelyn Hoon

Private citizen — Resident, District 46

MPhil Health Medicine and Society; MA Hons Social Anthropology

Doctoral Researcher, Dept. Social Anthropology, Univ. of Cambridge
This testimony is my own and does not reflect the views of the University of Cambridge.
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