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The Office of People’s Counsel (OPC) respectfully offers the following comments
in support of House Bill 0648, Office of Home Energy Programs - Uniform
Redetermination Process — Age, which proposes to lower the age at which energy
assistance customers are eligible to annually re-enroll in energy assistance using the
“redetermination process.”

Under current law, the Office of Home Energy Programs (OHEP) determines
annually whether energy assistance customers aged 65 and older remain qualified to
receive energy assistance through a simplified process known as redetermination. Rather
than requiring eligible customers to fill out an application and submit paperwork to apply
for energy assistance each year, the redetermination process allows energy assistance
customers 65 and older to simply reconfirm their income each year, reducing both stress
for the applicant and the administrative burden on OHEP. HB 0648 extends the benefits
of this simplified enrollment process to OHEP customers aged 60—64, who—Iike those
65 and older—often rely on a fixed income that is unlikely to change—a statutory change
that stands to benefit both eligible customers and the State.

Recommendation: OPC requests a favorable Committee report on HB 0648.



