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Position: UNFAVORABLE

Good morning members of the Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee,

My name is Anikwenze Ogbue and I am a proud resident of District 43A in Baltimore City and a
parent of two children who attend our neighborhood zoned school.

SB 554 proposes that Baltimore City become the only school district where appointed school
board members are confirmed by the senate, whereas the other 23 counties face no such
requirement. Counties receiving larger percentages of state funding (Caroline 82.4%, Somerset
82.3%, Wicomico 80.6%, Allegany 78%) have fully elected and majority elected school boards.
Why should Baltimore City be treated differently?

If this bill aligned Baltimore City with fully-elected and majority-elected school boards in the
other 23 counties of Maryland and other large majority African American counties in the United
States, then I would support it. Unfortunately, SB 554 does not do that. Instead, SB 554 makes
our current majority-appointed board an outlier in the state by reducing our autonomy.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to issue an unfavorable report on SB 554.

Sincerely,
Anikwenze Ogbue
Baltimore City Public Schools Parent
District 43A
a.ogbue@gmail.com
410-622-5159








