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Marian House strongly supports SB 89: Election Law — Incarcerated Individuals — Voter Hotline and Voter
Eligibility (Voting Rights for All Act), establishing a toll-free voter hotline for incarcerated individuals and altering
the circumstances in which incarcerated individuals are able to vote. This hotline will provide a channel for
incarcerated individuals to receive voting information, request election materials, report voting violations, and
broaden access to voting. If enacted, this bill will strengthen our communities and promote rehabilitation within
Maryland’s prison systems.

Marian House is a holistic community that provides women and their children with housing and
comprehensive, wrap-around support services. Marian House provides a safe, sober, and loving environment
that challenges women to respect and love themselves, confront emotional and socioeconomic barriers, and
transition to stable, independent lives.

95% of the US incarcerated population are released and return to their respective communities' The reunification
these individuals experience is often difficult as they have become physically and cognitively distance from their
communities and lives before incarceration. The ability to vote mitigates the disconnect that inmates have from their
communities. With the provision of election materials and access to voting, people who are experiencing
incarceration are able to inform and involve themselves in public matters and stay up to date on the changes and
attitudes within their communities and homes, narrowing their cognitive distance.

While those experiencing incarceration are physically separated from society, they are still a large part of our society.
In Maryland the incarcerated population make up 32,000 voices, family members, community participants, and
potential votes®. For many of these 32,000 individuals, voting means taking part in community action, voting in favor
of their child’s best interest, and making a difference in the society they are working to rejoin. While voting can be
something that is easy to overlook, for individuals serving a prison sentence, voting is an essential part of staying
connected to family, community, and establishing a positive civic identity?.

Marian House is eager to support the Voting Rights for All Act. For over forty-three years, Marian House has
been serving women reentering the community from Maryland’s carceral system, many of whom spent years
to decades incarcerated. SB 89 provides representation to a population often diminished by society, creating
an opportunity for them to participate and support the communities they are preparing to rejoin.

Thank you for your consideration,
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