Statement in Support of Maryland Senate Bill 431

As a strong supporter of practical conservation policy, I urge the Maryland General Assembly to
support Senate Bill 431, which provides a common-sense refinement of the state’s endangered
and threatened species law. This bill sets reasonable timelines for the reevaluation of species
status and the designation of special habitat areas on lands managed by the Department of
Natural Resources. It reaffirms the spirit and intent of Maryland’s endangered and threatened
species programs by clearly defining what constitutes “harm” to a species and by explicitly
directing how ancillary considerations should be weighed in making endangered species
determinations.

At a time when the federal government is retreating from its longstanding commitment to the
conservation of threatened and endangered species and unique natural areas, this act is both
relevant and timely. Since the responsibility for conserving biological diversity will increasingly
depend on state and local governments, the clarity and balance provided by Senate Bill 431 will
assist Maryland in effectively administering its endangered species protections.

These clarifications will benefit not only wildlife habitat managers and the species themselves,
but also real estate developers, planners, and landowners who must comply with existing laws
when making land use decisions. By streamlining definitions and specifying review timelines,
this bill promotes predictability, transparency, and sound decision-making for all stakeholders.

Clear and effective law is essential for both the conservation of Maryland’s rare, threatened, and
endangered species and the orderly functioning of land-use planning and permitting at the state
level. Senate Bill 431 advances these goals by improving process, promoting consistency, and
strengthening Maryland’s leadership in biodiversity conservation.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the General Assembly to pass Senate Bill 431.
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