
HB0052/SB0089:  Election Law - Incarcerated Individuals - Voter Hotline and 
Voting Eligibility (Voting Rights for All Act):  Please advocate TO OPPOSE this bill.   

Dear Government, Labor & Elections Committee and Education, Energy,& the 
Environment Committee:   
 
  I am writing to respectfully oppose HB 0052/SB 0089, the Voting Rights for All Act. 

While protecting lawful voting rights is important, this bill raises serious concerns 
regarding election integrity, administrative burden, and clarity in the enforcement 
of eligibility standards. Expanding voting-related services within correctional 
settings—particularly through a dedicated voter hotline—creates unnecessary 
complexity and risk in an area where precision, verification, and public confidence 
are essential. 

Maryland already has clear laws governing who is eligible to vote and when voting 
rights are restored. HB 0052/SB 0089 blurs those lines by introducing new 
mechanisms that could confuse eligibility rules, invite inconsistent application 
across facilities, and strain local election officials who are ultimately responsible for 
administering secure and accurate elections. 

Election systems depend on clear accountability and uniform procedures. 
Establishing specialized outreach and assistance programs inside correctional 
institutions—without robust safeguards, standardized training, and clear limits—risks 
errors that could undermine confidence in election outcomes. Even unintentional 
mistakes in voter eligibility can have serious legal and public-trust consequences. 

Additionally, this bill places new administrative and financial burdens on local 
election boards without demonstrating a clear need or showing that existing processes 
are inadequate. Maryland should prioritize election security, clarity, and 
consistency, not expand programs that complicate enforcement of the law and divert 
limited resources from core election functions. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to oppose HB 0052/SB 0089 and protect the 
integrity, clarity, and public confidence of Maryland’s election system. 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. 

Respectfully,​
Trudy Tibbals 

 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0052?ys=2026RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0089?ys=2026RS

