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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC) is a coalition of
nearly 50 organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with
disabilities in Maryland. The EAC supports Senate Bill 263 because it addresses a
significant barrier faced by children with disabilities whose parents are active service
members relocating to a Maryland school district.

Senate Bill 263 allows active service members who are relocating to a Maryland school
district to enroll their dependent children in advance by requiring school districts to
establish a remote registration process. The bill also requires that the remote registration
process provides an opportunity for parents or guardians to indicate whether a child has
an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or a Section 504 Plan. In addition, SB 263
requires receiving school districts to coordinate with a child’s parents and the sending
school district to ensure that the child receives an appropriate education without undue
delay, including services and accommodations provided in accordance with the child’s IEP
or Section 504 Plan.

Students with disabilities face significant barriers when transferring between school
districts, as they often rely on specialized instruction, accommodations, related services,
and assistive technology to meaningfully access their education. Advance enrollment
provides receiving school districts with critical time to plan for a student’s needs, including
securing appropriately trained staff, arranging necessary services, obtaining assistive
technology and accessible materials, and identifying an appropriate placement. By
allowing for this advance planning, SB 263 helps reduce service gaps, prevent regression,
and ensure that children with disabilities are able to access a free appropriate public
education (FAPE) from the first day of school.

For these reasons, the EAC supports Senate Bill 263.

Contact: Leslie Seid Margolis at lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 443-692-2505.



mailto:lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org

Education Advocacy Coalition Testimony: Senate Bill 263, Page 2
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