3/2/2026
Dear Chair Wilkins, Vice Chair Feldmark, and esteemed members of the committee:

My name is Daniel Barash and | have a 6" grader in MCPS as well as being a graduate from
MCPS schools from K-12 (go RM Rockets!). Additionally, my wife has worked as a school
counselorin MCPS for over 15 years.

| first want to thank Senators Harris, Charles, A. Washington, and Carozza for championing
this important bill.

| support the amended House Bill 525, which removed exceptions for emergency use and
added language to ensure devices are inaccessible during the instructional day.

This billis important to me for as | strongly believe we are going to look back in some time
and realize that phones/social media are the cigarettes of the present. Any rules to limit
such devices at school are in everyone’s best interest. | would like my daughter to have
conversations with her peers instead of them all bunched together scrolling through
Instagram reels. Teachers won’t have to deal with students not paying attention to those on
their phones. There is no practical or logical reason to vote against this bill, other than
politics.

Thank you for your time and | urge this committee to support this bill.
Best,

Daniel Barash



