
Support SB 686 (HB 1022) 

PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) are "forever chemicals" that persist in our 
environment and accumulate in human bodies. They have known and documented 
health effects (list of references at the end), including: 

●​ Increased risk of infections due to weakened immune function 
●​ Reduced vaccine response in children and adults (e.g., diminished antibodies to 

tetanus, diphtheria, MMR) 
●​ General immunosuppression (classified as a “presumed immune hazard” by the 

National Toxicology Program) 
●​ Multiple types of cancer 
●​ Lipid and liver disorders 
●​ Neurodevelopmental and Behavioral Effects 
●​ Decreased fertility in women 
●​ Reduced sperm count and motility in men 

○​ Hormonal disruption (especially thyroid and sex hormones) 
●​ Increased risk of miscarriage 
●​ Earlier onset of menopause 
●​ Reduced birth weight 
●​ Impaired insulin sensitivity 
●​ Autoimmune and inflammatory diseases 
●​ Cardiovascular and metabolic effects 
●​ Bone density reduction 

Please take this important step to protect Maryland families. In the future please also 
consider if there is a big gap in PFAS policy: food contamination. Food sources are the 
major cause of PFAS contamination and now enter our food supply through pesticides, 
biosolids and contaminated containers. 

Please vote favorably. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark Meyerovich 
District 15 
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