Testimony Opposing SB0050 - Requesting Unfavorable Report

As a Maryland parent and volunteer school tutor, | am writing to oppose SB0050,
Interscholastic and Intramural Junior Varsity and Varsity Teams and Locker Rooms -
Designation Based on Sex. My testimony is informed by knowing children who are trans
and my experience as an athlete in high school and college.

Many conditions create an “unfair” environment for girl athletes: This bill does not
address any of them. Despite Title IX and the growing popularity of the WNBA and National
Women’s Soccer League, girls’ sports continue to struggle for funding, access to
equipment and courts, and public support. See the 2/10/2026 Capital Gazette:

“Fewer Maryland Girls are Playing High School Basketball.” The real barriers to play have
cannot be traced to the infinitesimal nhumber of trans girls who might want to join a team.

This bill fosters promotes hate, persecution and fear among young people.

Good teachers work hard to promote kindness and civility in school settings, and diffuse
bullying. Excluding children from activities and spaces based on appearance and
assumptions goes against the pro-social learning that is so important to a healthy society.

| urge legislators to defeat SBO050 and instead promote girls’ sports at every level. Sport
participation is a great way to build belonging, and our communities are stronger when
everyone belongs.

Sincerely,

Patrice Pascual
Greenbelt, MD


https://www.capitalgazette.com/2026/02/10/fewer-maryland-girls-playing-high-school-basketball/

