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The Montgomery County Board of Education opposes Senate Bill 79.

This bill requires local education agencies (LEAS) to establish a policy restricting the use of
personal electronic devices by students during the school day.

On August 21, 2025, the Montgomery County Board of Education adopted a legislative platform
that contains priority issues and ongoing concerns. One of the ongoing concerns is preserving
local autonomy. Based on this platform position, the Montgomery County Board of Education
opposes legislation that would infringe on local control. Bills that fall into this category require
specific school system action and may impact areas such as school calendars, school start times,
curriculum, testing, procurement, and other operational decision-making.

Senate Bill 79 infringes on local control by requiring all LEASs to have the same policy on use of
personal electronic devices during school hours. This directive removes the Board or
administration’s ability to determine what is best for Montgomery County Public Schools as a
whole, and individual schools therein.

Because Senate Bill 79 infringes on local control, the Board opposes this bill pursuant to its
adopted platform and urges an unfavorable report.
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