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The Judiciary respects the separation of powers doctrine and acknowledges the policy-

making authority of the legislative branch. As such, the Judiciary has no position on the 

policy aims of this legislation. 
 

Although the Judiciary takes no position on this legislation, it wishes to point out that the 

bill uses the term “seal” rather than “shield.”  Sealing a record is a judicial action that 

requires a judge’s formal order. It typically involves a higher level of privacy protection, 

restricting access to the entire case record. Sealed cases are hidden from general clerk 

access and require supervisor or judicial intervention to view or update. Sealing is mostly 

governed by court rules and is used in sensitive situations requiring confidentiality 

beyond shielding. 

 

Shielding a record is an administrative action performed by clerks without a judge’s 

direct involvement. Clerks have the authority to shield records to protect certain 

information from public disclosure. Shielded cases remain active and accessible 

internally to court staff but are protected from public view. Shielding is primarily 



statutory and often applies to specific types of information or cases, such as dismissed or 

denied peace or protective orders, or victim/witness identifying information. 
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