
      Support the Bring Back  
      Main Street Act (SB 829/HB 1137)  

 
Maryland is short 150,000 homes. When there aren’t enough homes to go around, tough 
competition dramatically drives up housing costs. High housing costs push out longtime 
residents, meaning our state is losing talented workers and valued neighbors, according to 
a recent study by Comptroller Brooke Lierman. Recent polling underscores that: 
 

●​ Housing costs and inflation are Maryland voters’ top two concerns. 
●​ 92% of Marylanders say the cost of renting or buying a home is a problem. 
●​ 80% of Marylanders support allowing more homes to be built in commercial 

areas, like aging shopping centers or vacant office buildings. 
 
Now, Maryland has an opportunity to build more homes—while also boosting local 
economies—by allowing vibrant “Main Street” neighborhoods where homes are built 
alongside shops, cafes, offices, and other businesses.  
 
Many counties currently ban main streets. This prevents us from repurposing abandoned 
office parks or underutilized malls (think: Marley Station Mall in Anne Arundel County) to 
create inviting, connected neighborhoods (think: Pike & Rose in Montgomery County).  
 
In 2026, the General Assembly should consider legislation to Bring Back Main Street (SB 
829/HB 1137) to allow homes near offices, commercial spaces, and retail spaces. This 
legislation will:  
 

●​ Improve Marylanders’ quality of life. Today, many people who contribute to our 
communities—like teachers or retail workers—can’t find homes they can afford in the 
places they serve. Allowing more homes near shops and offices will create more 
homes that local workers can afford, plus increase residents’ access to amenities 
nearby. That means shorter commute times and less traffic congestion. 

●​ Open doors for small business entrepreneurs. Mom-and-pop shops and cafes rely 
on consistent foot traffic from a local customer base in order to compete with Big 
Box chains. Integrating more homes near shops gives local entrepreneurs more 
opportunities to attract local customers, as well as recruit and retain local workers. 

●​ Replace underutilized spaces and places with vibrant communities. Across the 
state, vacant office buildings and underutilized strip malls are no longer meeting the 
needs of the community. Removing barriers to redevelopment will help replace 
outdated, crumbling buildings with vibrant neighborhoods where people can live, 
work, and shop. 

 
We urge your support of the Bring Back Main Street Act. For more information on this 
legislation, contact Dan Reed at dreed@ggwash.org. 

https://www.wbal.com/one-size-fits-all-does-not-work-maryland-legislators-consider-new-bills-to-keep-up-with-housing-demand
https://thedailyrecord.com/2024/01/11/report-prices-rise-in-md-housing-market-with-lack-of-inventory/
https://www.marylandcomptroller.gov/content/dam/mdcomp/md/media/2025/10-16-2025-maryland-comptroller-releases-report-on-housing-and-the-economy.pdf
mailto:dreed@ggwash.org

