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AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 755  

(First Reading File Bill)  

 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

 On page 1, in line 5, after “bass” insert “during certain months”; and in line 7, 

strike “and a trophy season for striped bass”. 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 

 On page 2, in line 5, after “SEASON” insert “, FROM MARCH 1 THROUGH APRIL 

30, INCLUSIVE,”; and in line 9, strike “16” and substitute “1”. 

 

 On pages 2 and 3, strike in their entirety the lines beginning with line 26 on page 

2 through line 14 on page 3, inclusive. 

SB0755/743925/1    

 

 

BY:     Senator Muse  

(To be offered in the Education, Energy, and the Environment 

Committee)   
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                                     SENATE BILL 755 
M2, P3                                EMERGENCY BILL                                                   6lr3487 

                                                                                                               

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

By: Senators Muse and Hershey 

Introduced and read first time: February 6, 2026 

Assigned to: Education, Energy, and the Environment 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                           A BILL ENTITLED 

       

   1  AN ACT concerning 

       

   2            Natural Resources – Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries  

   3                                        Regulations 

       

   4  FOR the purpose of prohibiting the Department of Natural Resources from establishing a  

   5       recreational catch and release season for striped bass during certain months; requiring  

           the Department to  

   6       establish certain recreational and charter boat summer and fall striped bass seasons  

   7       and a trophy season for striped bass; requiring the Department to complete and  

   8       submit to certain State entities for review an economic impact statement for any  

   9       proposed fisheries regulations identified by the Department as having a major  

  10       impact on interested stakeholders; and generally relating to recreational fishing  

  11       seasons for striped bass and fisheries regulations. 

       

  12  BY adding to 

  13       Article – Natural Resources 

  14       Section 4–731.1 

  15       Annotated Code of Maryland 

  16       (2023 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement) 

       

  17  BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 

  18       Article – State Government 

  19       Section 10–110(a), (b), and (c)(1)(i), (2)(i), and (3) 

  20       Annotated Code of Maryland 

  21       (2021 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement) 

       

  22  BY adding to 

  23       Article – State Government 

  24       Section 10–110(b–1) 

  25       Annotated Code of Maryland 

  26       (2021 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement) 
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   1       SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,  

   2  That the Laws of Maryland read as follows: 

       

   3                                Article – Natural Resources 

       

   4  4–731.1. 
       

   5       (A)     THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ESTABLISH A CATCH AND RELEASE SEASON, FROM MARCH 1 THROUGH  

      APRIL 30, INCLUSIVE,  

   6  FOR STRIPED BASS, COMMONLY KNOWN AS ROCKFISH. 
       

   7       (B)     (1)     THE DEPARTMENT ANNUALLY SHALL ESTABLISH A  

   8  RECREATIONAL AND CHARTER BOAT SUMMER AND FALL STRIPED BASS SEASON  

   9  BEGINNING MAY 16 1 EACH YEAR AND ENDING DECEMBER 10 EACH YEAR. 
       

  10            (2)     FOR THE RECREATIONAL SUMMER AND FALL STRIPED BASS  

  11  SEASON, A PERSON: 
       

  12                 (I)     MAY NOT CATCH OR POSSESS MORE THAN ONE STRIPED  

  13  BASS PER DAY; AND 

       

  14                 (II)     MAY USE AS BAIT SHAD OR ARTIFICIAL LURES DESIGNED TO  

  15  MIMIC SHAD THAT ARE OF ANY SIZE. 
       

  16            (3)     FOR THE CHARTER BOAT SUMMER AND FALL STRIPED BASS  

  17  SEASON: 
       

  18                 (I)     A PERSON MAY NOT CATCH OR POSSESS MORE THAN TWO  

  19  STRIPED BASS PER DAY; 
       

  20                 (II)     NOT MORE THAN 12 LINES PER BOAT MAY BE IN THE WATER  

  21  AT ANY ONE TIME; 
       

  22                 (III)     PLANER BOARDS MAY NOT EXTEND MORE THAN 75 FEET ON  

  23  EITHER SIDE OF THE BOAT; AND 

       

  24                 (IV)     NOT MORE THAN 75 SPOT FISH PER PERSON MAY BE ON  

  25  BOARD THE BOAT FOR BAIT. 
       

  26       (C)     (1)     THE DEPARTMENT ANNUALLY SHALL ESTABLISH A TROPHY  

  27  SEASON FOR STRIPED BASS. 
       

  28            (2)     (I)     THE 2026 TROPHY SEASON FOR CATCHING STRIPED BASS  

  29  IS: 
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   1                      1.     FROM APRIL 17 THROUGH APRIL 19, INCLUSIVE; 
       

   2                      2.     FROM APRIL 24 THROUGH APRIL 26, INCLUSIVE; AND 

       

   3                      3.     FROM MAY 1 THROUGH MAY 3, INCLUSIVE. 
       

   4                 (II)     IN 2027 AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT  

   5  SHALL ESTABLISH A TROPHY SEASON FOR STRIPED BASS THAT CONSISTS OF: 
       

   6                      1.     TWO PERIODS OF 3 CONSECUTIVE DAYS IN LATE  

   7  APRIL; AND 

       

   8                      2.     ONE PERIOD OF 3 CONSECUTIVE DAYS IN LATE APRIL  

   9  OR EARLY MAY. 
       

  10            (3)     DURING TROPHY SEASON, A PERSON MAY NOT CATCH OR POSSESS  

  11  STRIPED BASS THAT ARE LESS THAN 28 INCHES IN LENGTH. 
       

  12            (4)     DURING THE TROPHY SEASON, A PERSON MAY NOT USE AS BAIT  

  13  SHAD OR ARTIFICIAL LURES DESIGNED TO MIMIC SHAD THAT ARE LESS THAN 9  

  14  INCHES LONG OR HAVE MORE THAN ONE TRAILER HOOK. 
       

  15                                Article – State Government 

       

  16  10–110. 

       

  17       (a)     Except for subsection (c) of this section, this section does not apply to a  

  18  regulation adopted under § 10–111(b) of this subtitle. 

       

  19       (b)     At least 15 days before the date a proposed regulation is submitted to the  

  20  Maryland Register for publication under § 10–112 of this subtitle, the promulgating unit  

  21  shall submit to the State Children’s Environmental Health and Protection Advisory  

  22  Council established under § 13–1503 of the Health – General Article for review any  

  23  proposed regulations identified by the promulgating unit as having an impact on  

  24  environmental hazards affecting the health of children. 

       

  25       (B–1)     AT LEAST 15 DAYS BEFORE THE DATE A PROPOSED REGULATION  

  26  GOVERNING FISHERIES IS SUBMITTED TO THE MARYLAND REGISTER FOR  

  27  PUBLICATION UNDER § 10–112 OF THIS SUBTITLE, THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL  

  28  RESOURCES SHALL COMPLETE AND SUBMIT TO THE COMMITTEE, THE  

  29  DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES, AND THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR REVIEW  

  30  AN ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FOR ANY PROPOSED REGULATIONS IDENTIFIED  

  31  BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AS HAVING A MAJOR IMPACT ON  

  32  INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS. 
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   1       (c)     (1)     (i)     At least 15 days before the date a proposed regulation is  

   2  submitted to the Maryland Register for publication under § 10–112 of this subtitle, and in  

   3  accordance with § 10–111.2(c) of this subtitle, the promulgating unit shall submit the  

   4  proposed regulation to the Committee, the Department of Legislative Services, and the  

   5  Administrator. 

       

   6            (2)     (i)     If the proposed regulation, either in whole or in part, submitted  

   7  to the Committee and the Department of Legislative Services in accordance with paragraph  

   8  (1) of this subsection includes an increase or decrease in a fee for a license to practice any  

   9  business activity, business or health occupation, or business or health profession licensed  

  10  or otherwise regulated under State law, the promulgating unit shall include clearly written  

  11  explanatory reasons that justify the increase or decrease in the fee. 

       

  12            (3)     If the promulgating unit estimates that the proposed regulation will  

  13  have a significant small business impact, the unit shall: 

       

  14                 (i)     establish an electronic registry that allows any small business or  

  15  other interested party to register to receive an electronic notification when the proposed  

  16  regulation or the scope of the proposed regulation is posted on the unit’s website in  

  17  accordance with item (ii) of this paragraph; 

       

  18                 (ii)     post the proposed regulation or the scope of the proposed  

  19  regulation on the unit’s website at least 15 days before the date the proposed regulation is  

  20  submitted to the Committee and the Department of Legislative Services in accordance with  

  21  this section and provide an opportunity for comments on the unit’s proposal; 

       

  22                 (iii)     on posting a proposed regulation or the scope of the proposed  

  23  regulation on the unit’s website in accordance with item (ii) of this paragraph, notify the  

  24  parties registered in the electronic registry established under item (i) of this paragraph  

  25  that the proposed regulation or the scope of the proposed regulation has been posted; and 

       

  26                 (iv)     prepare a compliance guide written in clear, plain English to  

  27  assist small businesses in complying with the proposed regulation, update the guide as  

  28  needed until the regulation is final, and post the guide on the unit’s website. 

       

  29       SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is an emergency  

  30  measure, is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health or safety, has  

  31  been passed by a yea and nay vote supported by three–fifths of all the members elected to  

  32  each of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall take effect from the date it is  

  33  enacted. 
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Written Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 755 

Natural Resources - Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries Regulations  

 

Good afternoon, Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and members of the Committee. 

For the record, I am C. Anthony Muse, representing the 26th Legislative District in Prince 

George’s County. I respectfully submit this testimony in support of Senate Bill 755. 

Senate Bill 755 was introduced in response to serious concerns raised by stakeholders regarding 

regulations being considered by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources affecting striped 

bass—known across Maryland as rockfish. These concerns center on two critical issues: the 

long-term sustainability of the striped bass population and the significant economic impact 

current regulatory decisions are having on Maryland’s fishing and tourism industries. 

First, SB 755 prohibits the Maryland Department of Natural Resources from establishing a 

recreational catch-and-release season for striped bass between March 1 and April 30. This period 

coincides with the spawning season in the Chesapeake Bay, when the species is most vulnerable. 

Targeting striped bass during key spawning periods in the Chesapeake Bay raises legitimate 

concerns about whether we are protecting the species during one of the most critical phases of its 

life cycle. There is growing concern about the ability of the striped bass spawning population to 

meet the 2029 target for spawning stock biomass. Achieving that benchmark is essential to 

maintaining a healthy and sustainable fishery.  

Second, the bill provides clear statutory direction for recreational and charter boat summer and 

fall seasons, establishing consistent guidelines for anglers while maintaining reasonable 

conservation limits. We must recognize the real economic consequences facing Maryland’s 

charter fishing industry. Regulations affecting striped bass have already had a substantial impact 

on charter boat operators, recreational anglers, tourism, and local businesses—particularly in 

Eastern Shore and Southern Maryland communities where the fishing economy supports 

countless families and small businesses. 

Equally important, SB 755 requires the Department to prepare and submit an economic impact 

statement when proposed fisheries regulations are expected to have a major impact on 

stakeholders. Regulations affecting fisheries do not occur in a vacuum. They have real 



 
 

consequences for charter boat captains, recreational anglers, tourism operators, small businesses, 

and coastal communities across Maryland. 

Proponents of this legislation will provide testimony highlighting how socioeconomic impacts 

have been disregarded, scientific studies have been basically dismissed; which show the harm to 

the striped bass population, and very important historic regulations have been ignored.  

Senate Bill 755 seeks to bring greater balance to this conversation. It recognizes that responsible 

stewardship requires both sound science and thoughtful consideration of the communities whose 

livelihoods depend on the health of this fishery. 

The Chesapeake Bay is the largest estuary in the Northern Hemisphere and one of Maryland’s 

most treasured natural resources. We have a responsibility to be good stewards of this ecosystem 

while also protecting the economic vitality of the communities that rely on it. 

I respectfully urge the Committee to carefully consider the testimony presented by supporters of 

this bill and to move Senate Bill 755 forward so that Maryland can continue working toward a 

sustainable striped bass fishery while supporting the industries and communities that depend on 

it. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I respectfully request a favorable report. 
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PRINCE GEORGE’S CONTRACTORS & BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

 6710 Oxon Hill Road, Suite 210, Oxon Hill, Maryland 20746 

3901 Suitland Road, Suite #1419, Suitland, Maryland 20746 Suite 
6409, Bowie, Maryland 20716 

 

 

  

  

  

Good afternoon, Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and members of the 

Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee.  

For the record, I am John Young, representing the Prince George’s County 

Contractors & Business Association and myself as a successful business 

owner, resident, boat owner and an avid fisherman living in Anne Arundel 

County, Maryland. 

The Business Association is honored to support Bill SB0755 - Natural 

Resources - Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries Regulations. 

This emergency legislation brings to the attention of the state of Maryland 

devastation that is occurring within the fisheries industry that affects us all and 

could force over 400 charter boat owners, many other hospitality industry 

business owners and tourism on the eastern shore and southern Maryland to 

close forever.  

Also, the protection of the striped bass during the spawning industry is vitally 

important to meet the ‘spawning stock biomass’ target and to maintain a health 

fishery industry.  During this time, the species is most vulnerable and targeting 

them—even through catch-and-release—raises legitimate concerns about the 

long-term sustainability of the population. 

I ask you today to support Senate Bill 0755, which seeks to protect the striped 

bass population while also supporting Maryland’s fishing economy. 

 

John Young, Board of Directors 

Prince George’s Contractors & Business Associationrs 

(240) 876-0347 
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6710 Oxon Hill Road, Suite 210, Oxon Hill, Maryland 20745 
www.BusinessClergyPartnership.com      

March 6, 2026 

 

Written Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 755 Education, Energy, and the 

Environment  

 

Committee Good afternoon, Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and members of the 

Committee. I am Joe Gaskins, Co-chairman of the MBCP   
 

The Maryland Business & Clergy Partnership (MBPC) is a statewide partnership between 

over 10,000 businesses and 1500 members of the clergy located in the state of Maryland. The 

MBCP is a nonpartisan organization with a mission to bridge the gaps between businesses, 

churches, elected officials, government and community. Our goal is to make a difference 

throughout the State of Maryland by changing the economic climate through political influence 

and advocacy, and to open doors for all.   
 

It is no surprise that MBCP is an adamant supporter of Senate Bill 755 which was 

introduced in response to serious concerns raised by stakeholders regarding regulations being 

considered by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources affecting striped bass. These 

concerns center the long-term sustainability of the striped bass population, and the significant 

economic impact current regulatory decisions are having on Maryland’s fishing and tourism 

industries.  
 

SB 755 seeks to address this concern by prohibiting the Maryland Department of Natural 

Resources from establishing a recreational catch-and-release season for striped bass between 

March 1 and April 30. This period coincides with the spawning season in the Chesapeake Bay, 

when the species is most vulnerable. Targeting striped bass during key spawning periods in the 

Chesapeake Bay raises legitimate concerns about whether we are protecting the species during 

one of the most critical phases of its life cycle. This bill provides clear statutory direction for 

recreational and charter boat summer and fall seasons by establishing consistent guidelines for 

anglers while maintaining reasonable conservation limits.  
 

The economic consequences facing Maryland’s charter fishing industry has been 

devastating to the state of Maryland.  Fishing enthuses have abandoned the state as a choice for 

recreational fishing. A one fish limit is the ‘straw that broke the camels back’. Other states such 

as Delaware, Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina & Florida have 

become the alternative locations. The juice isn’t worth the squeeze in Maryland.  
 

The regulations affecting striped bass have already had a destructive impact on charter 

boat operators, recreational anglers, tourism, and local businesses—particularly in Eastern Shore 

and Southern Maryland communities where the fishing economy supports countless families and 

small businesses. In other counties rock fish has disappeared from the menu...devastating!  

 

Joe Gaskins, Co-chairman 

Maryland Business & Clergy Partnership 

Joeg.BusinessClergyPartnership@gmail.com 

(240) 286-8567 
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110 N. CROSS STREET 

CHESTERTOWN, MARYLAND 21620 

PHONE: 410-810-1381 

FAX: 410-810-1383 

www.del-mar-vafisheriesassociation.org 

 
 

 

DFA represents over 80% of the commercial watermen in Maryland; individuals whose work and unique 

way of life spanning several generations depend upon sustainable harvests in a healthy Chesapeake Bay. 

 
 

 

 

 

Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee 

 

Senate Bill 755 

Natural Resources – Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries Regulations 

 

Testimony in SUPPORT 

 

Friday, March 6, 2026 

 

The Delmarva Fisheries Association, Inc. (DFA) respectfully submits this letter in full 

support of Senate Bill 755, with the amendments included in the latest draft of the bill. 

The Delmarva Fisheries Association stands alongside both the charter boat industry and 

the commercial fishing industry in full support of Senate Bill 755. The charter boat industry and 

the commercial striped bass industry are in lockstep together on striped bass issues.  

DFA urges a FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 755. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Captain Robert Newberry 

Chairman & President 

Delmarva Fisheries Association, Inc. 

 

 

CONTACT:     Capt. Robert Newberry at 410-708-9851 or rnewberry56@gmail.com  

mailto:rnewberry56@gmail.com
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Qyeen
Anne's
County

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY

The Libefi Building
107 North Libefi Street

Centreville, MD 21617

e-mail : OACCommissioners&Administrator@qac.org

County Administrator: Todd R. Mohn, PE
Executive Assistant to CounQ Commissioners: Stephanie L. Jarrell

County Attorney : Patrick Thompson, Esquire

County Commissioners:
James J. Moran, At Large
Jack N. Wilson, Jr., District I

J. Patrick Mclaughlin, District 2

Philip L. Dumenil, District 3

Christopher M. Corchiarino, District 4

James J

Chri

February 24,2026

The Honorable Brian J. Feldman
Chair, Education, Energy, and the Environment
2 West Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: SB755 - Natural Resources - Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries Regulations

SUPPORT

Dear Chair Feldman and Members of the Committee:

We proudly submit this letter in support of Senate Bill 755, Natural Resources - Striped Bass Recreational

Seasons and Fisheries Regulations. This emergency legislation confronts urgent conservation challenges and

mounting community concerns about the future of striped bass in Maryland's waters. Senate Bill 755 takes

decisive action to protect the long-term sustainability of this iconic fishery while preserving meaningful

recreational and charter fi shing opportunities.

By balancing conservation with access, the bill strengthens Maryland's coastal economy - supporting

charter captains, tackle and gear shops, tourism businesses, and the communities that depend on them. At the same

time, it ,"info."", t.un.pu.in.y and accountability within our regulatory framework to ensure science-based,

responsible stewardship moving forward.

Senate Bill 755 represents a critical step toward securing both the ecological health of our fisheries and

the economic vitality of our waterfront communities.

Respectfully,

QUEEN
,S COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Philip

Lr *r*4
fl

Jack Wilson, Jr

J McLaughlin

/ h
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Maryland Fishing and Hunting, LLC 
P.O. Box 31 

Stevensville, MD 21666 
 
 
Letter of Support: SB755 Natural Resources- Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries Regulations 

 
The Charter Boat Captains, Watermen, and Recreational Fishermen of Maryland have suffered 

from the most recent Fishery Management decisions. SB 755 establishes a structured season that one of 
the most historic industries in Maryland has lacked and adds additional protective measures that are for 
the betterment of the Atlantic’s Striped Bass Population. 

 
SB 755 Establishes: 

 A season that is consistent with Maryland’s Seasonal Striped Bass Commercial Fishery 
Management Plan. The current commercial season does not allow commercial harvest of Striped 
Bass during the historical Spawning months of March and April when the Spawning Stock 
Biomass is most fecund and vulnerable (unless emergency action is taken). The Atlantic Coasts 
Striped Bass Spawning Stock Biomass is of the utmost importance for the future of our fishery 
and promoting this activity during this time period has numerous consequences. 

 

 Establishes a Season that promotes seasonal access to the Striped Bass population that mostly 
targets a Male resident stock. 

 

 Promotes access to the fishery and provides the most economic benefit to local communities 
when Maryland FACTS Reporting System, MRIP, and NOAA have deemed the most fishing 
effort to be practiced in Maryland. 

 

 Establishes a season that the Professional Fishermen of Maryland currently lack. 
 

 Takes preventive measures to limit gear type and improve navigational hazards on the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

 

 Establishes the opportunity for the passengers of the Charter Boat Industry of Maryland’s to 
harvest two Striped Bass per person per day. This regulatory changes purpose is to help the 
Professional Fishermen of Maryland recover from the economic peril that the previous reductions 
have had on the industry. 
 

SB 755 reinforces the current position of Maryland DNR who previously took protective action to 
protect the Striped Spawning Stock over the past several seasons. In DNR’s most recent March 
Newsletter “Striped Bass Spawning Success Not Limited by Zooplankton, DNR Study Suggests”  

“DNR biologists have emphasized the need to enforce protective regulations for adult striped bass in 
order to maintain a healthy breeding population. When the environmental conditions are right, a good 

stock of spawners could bring a large year class into the Chesapeake. 

By Joe Zimmermann, science writer with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources” 



 

 
 
 

 
In a recent article about “Dozens of Fish, Crabs and Birds Was Ashore at Calvert Cliffs State 

Park In “Nexus Event”  by Bay Net MDE investigator Chris Luckett said during a recent fish kill “that 
fish suffered from temperature stress related to catch and release fishing.” “a sudden temperature 
change, even of just a few degrees, can be a huge shock to the fish’s system.” 

 
Source: https://thebaynet.com/dozens-of-dead-fish-crabs-and-birds-wash-ashore-at-calvert-cliffs-

state-park-in-nexus-event/ 
 
It is important for Maryland to remember at the 2025 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Winter Meeting the overwhelming concern was how additional reductions would impact the 
fishermen in the room and if they could survive to make it to the next Amendment. The result was that 
Commission voted to decline additional reductions. SB  755 in the initial step in providing stability to the 
Charter Boat Industry of Maryland that it currently lacks and hopefully will be the first step in 
revitalizing this Legacy Industry & the others that have been consequently affected. 
 
      Since the adoption of the last ASMFC Addendum, Fifty Four Charter Boats have been listed or sold 
and Five Tackle Stores have closed in the State of Maryland due to economic hardships. For perspective, 
last season the Maryland Charter Boats harvested 34,985 Striped Bass (2024), down from 100,997 the 
year before (2023). As of September 15, 2025 from Public Information Request the Charter Boats of 
Maryland had harvested via the FACTS Reporting System 26,566 Striped Bass. The total number of trips 
were reduced from 11,362 (2023) to 5,412 (2024) and the numbers are projected to be lower in 2025. 
The number of anglers on Maryland Charter Boats also declined from 78,839 (2023) to 50,955 (2024) by 
the end of 2024. Year to date (9/15/2025) in 2025 the reporting Charter Fleet has only hosted 35,117 
passengers in Maryland. 
 
    Recruitment of the Striped Bass Spawning Stock Biomass and Accessibility to one of the Atlantic's 
greatest resources is of the utmost importance. It is the greatest concern to the Charter Boat Captains 
and Watermen of the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
We appreciate your support and willingness to help the Fishing Community of Maryland. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Captain Jason Seman 
 
Captain Jason Seman 
Maryland Fishing and Hunting, LLC 
Vice President of Maryland Charter Boat Association 
P.O. Box 31 
Stevensville, MD 21666 
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Talbot Watermen Association, Inc. is a component fund of the  
Mid-Shore Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) public charity. 

 

Talbot Watermen Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 324 • Bozman, MD 21612 • (410) 745-9759 • info@talbotwatermen.org  

 
March 6, 2026 
 

The Honorable Brian Feldman 
Chair, Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee   
2 West Miller Senate Office Building  
11 Bladen Street  
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Dear Chair Feldman and Members of the Committee, 

Talbot Watermen Association appreciates the opportunity to testify in support with amendments on 
Senate Bill 755 – Natural Resources – Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries 
Regulations. 

According to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Maryland striped bass populations have 
experienced poor spawning success for seven years in a row. Biologists, fisheries management 
experts, and commercial industry members have also noted shifts in the migration and spawning 
patterns of Maryland’s striped bass. These shifts are likely driven by changing weather patterns, water 
quality, invasive species, and habitat loss. Populations are further pressured by allowing fish to be 
targeted during spawning season and by allowing certain catch and release methods that cause fish 
mortality. In 2017, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission estimated that up to 90% of 
striped bass dead discard was attributable to catch and release equating to over 6.35 million fish. A 
recent study (December 2025) by the University of Massachusetts Amherst College of Natural 
Sciences found that fish out of the water for 120 seconds never fully recovered. The study further 
noted that “the bigger the fish, the greater toll of being hooked, landed, and released” and "reducing 
angler impacts on big fish, particularly females, is critical to the future of the population.”  

At the same time, we acknowledge that commercial fishing, charter boat fishing, and recreational 
fishing are strong contributors to Maryland’s economy and are an important part of our heritage.  

This underscores the importance of Maryland enacting regulations that balance the environmental 
and economic interests of our state. It is also imperative that those regulations appropriately and 
proportionally address the impact that each sector and each action have on striped bass populations.  
With the proposed amendments, Senate Bill 755 strikes that balance. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and respectfully request that the committee adopt the 
amendments and issue a favorable report on Senate Bill 755. 

Sincerely,      Contact:  Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio 
         R&R Solutions, LLC 
         (443) 786-2137 
Herman Jeffrey Harrison      jeannie@randrsolutions.us 
President 

mailto:jeannie@randrsolutions.us
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CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION 

 
 

Maryland Office  Philip Merrill Environmental Center  6 Herndon Avenue  Annapolis  Maryland  21403 
 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) is a non-profit environmental education and advocacy organization dedicated to the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay.  
With over 200,000 members and e-subscribers, including 71,000 in Maryland alone, CBF works to educate the public and to protect the interest of the Chesapeake and its resources. 

 

Senate Bill 755 
Natural Resources - Striped Bass Recreational Seasons and Fisheries Regulations 

 

Date:  March 10, 2026     Position: UNFAVORABLE 
To:  Education, Energy & Environment Committee From:   Allison Colden, 

          Maryland Executive Director  

 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) OPPOSES Senate Bill 755 which would set statutory striped bass 

recreational fishing seasons and bag limits and prohibit the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) from setting catch-and-release fishing seasons. These provisions directly conflict with the Atlantic 

States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)’s adaptive, science-based framework for rebuilding the 

overfished Atlantic striped bass stock by 2029 and would place Maryland at serious risk of ASMFC 

non-compliance, jeopardizing the fishery, the Bay economy, and Maryland’s credibility within the interstate 

cooperative management framework.  

Striped Bass Populations are on the Brink & Adaptive Management is Key 

According to the latest stock assessment update, striped bass remain overfished, meaning that there are not 

enough fish in the population to ensure long-term sustainability. This has been the case for the past seven 

years, which prompted ASMFC, per the requirements of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan, 

to implement changes to fishing regulations that help striped bass rebuild to their target numbers by 2029, 

including shortened seasons, one-fish bag limit, and size restrictions.  

Even with the conservation actions taken to date, the recovery of striped bass is not guaranteed. A 2025 

analysis acknowledged that without additional controls, the probability of rebuilding by 2029 was <50%, 

driven by seven years of reproductive failure in Maryland. Even with a modest uptick from 2023–2024 lows, 

this sustained reproductive failure threatens future striped bass populations and fishery stability. Given 

these realities, management of this fishery must remain adaptive to allow tightening or modifying measures 

as recruitment, fishing mortality, and compliance data warrant. 

SB 755 Undermines Interstate Management and Risks Non-Compliance 

ASMFC’s cooperative compact exists precisely because migratory coastal stocks cross state lines and need 

consistent, science-based measures. Congress recognized that disparate, inconsistent state rules harm 

resource conservation. The Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act (ACFCMA) affirms that a 

single state’s failure to implement required measures can undermine the entire coastwide plan.  

By legislating fixed seasons and prohibiting catch-and-release seasons, SB 755 would constrain DNR from 

implementing ASMFC-directed adjustments (e.g., slot changes, season closures, targeted protections) on the 

timelines the Commission sets. If Maryland cannot implement mandatory provisions, ASMFC may issue a 

non-compliance finding, and after NOAA’s review, the Secretary must impose a moratorium if the unmet 

measures are necessary for conservation. That would halt all striped bass fishing in Maryland’s waters, a far 

worse scenario for anglers, tackle shops, charter businesses and waterfront communities. Certainly, the 

economic impacts of a moratorium far outweigh the impacts of conservation actions necessary to protect 

the species. 



Striped Bass Conservation Actions are on Solid Legal Footing 

Maryland stakeholders, including the Maryland Charter Boat Association and the Delmarva Fisheries 

Association, have repeatedly filed lawsuits in state and federal courts attempting to block striped bass 

regulations, and these cases have uniformly failed. In Delmarva Fisheries Association, Inc. v. ASMFC (Fourth 

Circuit, 2025), the court dismissed the case for lack of standing, finding that Maryland, not ASMFC, directly 

regulates the plaintiffs, and that even if ASMFC’s plan were enjoined, Maryland would likely keep its own 

protective regulations in place.  

Additional suits filed in federal courts, including emergency petitions to the U.S. Supreme Court and 

challenges in the D.C. District Court, have likewise been rejected or left without relief, with courts 

consistently emphasizing that the challenged restrictions reflect Maryland’s voluntary regulatory decisions 

and ASMFC’s lawful authority to require conservation measures under the interstate compact. Earlier 

Maryland-based lawsuits attacking ASMFC’s Addendum II also failed, with courts scrutinizing and dismissing 

plaintiffs’ claims that the Commission exceeded its authority or misrepresented stock status, noting that the 

2022 stock assessment clearly showed the species was overfished.  

Collectively, these outcomes underscore that Maryland’s striped bass protections rest on a solid legal 

foundation, and challenges brought by industry groups have consistently collapsed because they cannot 

overcome the statutory structure of interstate management or establish that the science-based 

conservation measures are improper or unlawful. 

CBF has consistently urged prompt, science-based actions at ASMFC and by Maryland DNR to meet the 

2029 rebuilding target, highlighting persistent recruitment failures in the Chesapeake, the need to limit 

removals (including release mortality), and the importance of habitat, forage, invasive predators, and climate 

impacts. SB 755 moves the opposite direction, codifying seasons and prohibiting a key management tool, 

while risking non-compliance with the very interstate system needed to rebuild the fishery that sustains 

Maryland’s recreational and for-hire sectors over the long term.  

CBF urges the Committee’s UNFAVORABLE report on SB 755.  

 

For more information, please contact Matt Stegman, Maryland Staff Attorney, at mstegman@cbf.org. 

mailto:mstegman@cbf.org
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Opposition to Senate Bill 755 – Natural Resources – Striped Bass Recreational Seasons & 

Fisheries Regulations 

Honorable Members of the Senate EEE Committee, 

On behalf of the undersigned recreational fishing, boating, and conservation organizations, we 

write to express our opposition to Senate Bill 755 – Natural Resources – Striped Bass 

Recreational Seasons & Fisheries Regulations.  

This legislation is inconsistent with overarching coastwise management plans for striped bass, 

and if passed, could trigger action to shut down all of Maryland's striped bass fisheries; 

recreational, for-hire/charter, and commercial. 

Maryland’s striped bass fishery is central to the culture and economy of Chesapeake Bay 

communities. Anglers, guides, marinas, tackle retailers, and coastal businesses depend on 

responsible, science-based management of this iconic species to fuel recreational access to our 

state fish. 

For decades, striped bass management has been guided through coordination between the 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources(DNR) and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission(ASMFC) to ensure regulations remain aligned with coast-wide conservation goals 

and responsive to stock conditions. Senate Bill 755 would override this established science-based 

framework by legislating season structures and fisheries regulations that are normally developed 

through a stakeholder and partnership driven regulatory and interstate management process. 

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Committee to not advance Senate Bill 755 and 

instead allow striped bass management decisions to continue through the established regulatory 

process led by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources in coordination with the Atlantic 

States Marine Fisheries Commission(ASMFC). 

Sincerely, 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Sikorski, Executive Director 
Coastal Conservation Association Maryland  
Legislative Proxy- ASMFC  
 
Mike Waine, Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Policy 
Dir. 
American Sportfishing Association  
 
Chad Tocowicz, Govt. Relations Manager 
Marine Retailers Association of the Americas 
 
John Stefancik, Executive Director 
Marine Trades Assoc. Maryland 

 
 
Capt. Keith Fraser 
Alltackle.com - Ocean City, Md & 
Annapolis,MD 
 
Mike Ebersberger 
Angler's Sport Center 
 
Mark Kurth, President 
Northwest Fishing Club  
 
 



Chris Linetty, President 
Frederick Saltwater Anglers Club 
 
Phil Zalesak, President 
Southern MD Rec. Fishing Org.  
 
Dave Stith, President 
Kent Island Fishermen 
 
Lenny Rudow 
Fish Talk Magazine 
 
Capt. Tom Weaver 
Weaver’s Guide Service & Eastport Yacht Co. 
Co-founder, MD Light Tackle Guides 
Association 
 
Capt. Steve Griffin 
Griffin’s Guide Service 
Co-founder, MD Light Tackle Guides 
Association 
 
Capt. Jacob Beltz 
Hookset Guide Service LLC. 
Chesapeake Beach 

Capt. Jonathan Bland 
Bay Bound Guide Service 

Capt. Frank Bonnano 
Il Pescatore Guide Service 

Brian Buckland 
Chessie Marine Sales 
Elkton, MD 

Capt. Ron Buffington 
JLS Light Tackle Charters & JLS Rods 

Capt. James Clough 
Eastern Shore Light Tackle Charters LLC 

Michael & Brian Conner 
Rhode River Marina Inc. 

Capt. Pete Dahlberg 
Four Season’s Guide Service 

Capt. Dennis Fleming 
Chaptico, Maryland 

Capt. Brad Foxwell 
Chesapeake Fishing Adventures 

Capt. Michael Gardner 
Sandbar Light Tackle Fishing 
Stevensville, MD 

Capt. Gio Gargano 
Griffin’s Guide Service 

Capt. Jeff Geary 
Sick Day Charters 
Salisbury, MD 

Capt. Lawrence Geipe 
Chasing Light Charters LLC 

Captain Eric Goodrich 
Stella Charters 
Pasadena, MD 

Capt. Drew Grahame 
Griffin’s Guide Service 

Capt. Kayla Haile 
River Queen Guide Service 
TFL #2149 

Capt. Lee Haile 
TFL 100191 

Capt. David Heath 
C&S Sportfishing 
Annapolis, MD 

Captain Charles Hill 
Chill’s Light Tackle Guide Service 
Baltimore 

Capt. Matt Huss 
East Wind Fishing 

Capt. Chuck Jones 
Salty Siren Fishing 

Bill Judge 
Judge Yachts 

Capt. Travis Long 
Schooled Up Fishing Charters 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 



Capt. Pat Love 
Backcreek Charters 

Capt. CL Marshall 
Tangier Sound Charters 

Travis McCann 
Silver Tree Marine 

Capt. Brian McCormick 
Southern Girl Sportfishing 
Annapolis & Deale, MD 

Capt. Josh Pasquariello 
Good Fish Outdoors 
Annapolis, MD 

Alan Ring 
Reel Faith Fishing Charters 
Salisbury, MD 

Capt. John Rogers 
Elkton, MD 
TFL 4847 

Capt. Brian Sabo 
Old Line Charters 

Capt. Brennan Shute 
iFishMD.com Charters 

Capt. Greg Shute 
iFishMD.com Charters & Judge Yachts 

Capt. Ethan Sommer 
Sommertime Outdoors 

Capt. Pedro Sousa-Paz 
Vasco da Gama Charters 
Edgewater 

Capt. Jackson Talbott 
Lite.Tackle MD 

Capt. Brian Thomason 
Thomason Tradition Sportfishing 

Sam Weaver, President 
Weaver’s Marine Service 

Capt. Brandon Wingate 
Salt Tale Charters 
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Contact:  Lydia McPherson, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services  

lydia.mcpherson1@maryland.gov ♦ 410-260-8113 (office) ♦ 443-875-7785 (cell) 

 
 

 

 

March 10, 2026 

 

BILL NUMBER:  SENATE BILL 755 - FIRST READER 

 

SHORT TITLE:   NATURAL RESOURCES - STRIPED BASS RECREATIONAL SEASONS AND FISHERIES 

REGULATIONS 

 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  OPPOSE 

 

EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION                                                         

 

The Department opposes Senate Bill 755. The bill as written would put Maryland well outside of 

compliance with the Atlantic State Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Striped Bass Fisheries 

Management Plan goals and objectives for coastwide management. Due to the importance of 

Maryland’s portion of the Chesapeake Bay in the life cycle of striped bass, and the potential impacts 

Maryland’s fisheries have on the coastwide population of striped bass, it is likely that ASMFC would 

recommend a non-compliance finding to NOAA Fisheries and recommend a closure of our fisheries - 

both commercial and recreational. A closure of the entire striped bass fishery in Maryland would 

have a huge impact on the marine economy in Maryland and numerous small businesses would be 

severely affected. 

 

The bill also adds additional requirements under the Maryland Administrative Procedures Act. The 

agency has a fifteen-day public scoping process, which was required by the 2006 JCR. That process 

begins with discussing possible regulatory changes with the agency’s main fisheries advisory bodies, 

followed by the fifteen-day public comment opportunity online. During that fifteen-day public 

comment opportunity, the agency posts the required small business impact guidelines in addition to 

any other information that is believed to be helpful in aiding citizens in commenting. Then staff 

works on regulation drafting after comments are reviewed and a decision on a proposed regulation is 

made. This addition adds another layer of complexity to an already complex system for rulemaking 

on Maryland fisheries. Additionally, adding additional weeks onto the rule making process which 

currently takes, at minimum, four to five months, makes creating timely regulations to begin with the 

start of fishing seasons even more challenging if not impossible. Having different rules during the 

same fishing season causes confusion amongst those fishing, which can lead to noncompliance and 

enforcement difficulties. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION                                                    

 

Striped bass are managed through the ASMFC, which is an interstate fishery management 

commission created by a compact that is incorporated into Maryland law under Natural Resources 

Article, Section 4-301. The ASMFC works through the Striped Bass Management Board to create 

and implement the goals and objectives of the Striped Bass Fisheries Management Plan. As a member 



 

 

of the ASMFC, Maryland participates in the drafting and implementation of the Fisheries 

Management Plan. A state cannot implement any less conservative regulations without prior review 

and approval from ASMFC. 

 

Before any agency can implement a rules change in their jurisdiction that would affect the level of 

harvest in a fishery, proposed changes are reviewed for their compliance with the Fisheries 

Management Plan goals. This review includes the expected effectiveness of the proposal in reaching 

the goals of the plan. If a jurisdiction proceeds to implement rules that don’t meet the established 

standards (in this case, the regulations proposed in SB755 would increase the level of striped bass 

harvest in Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay), the ASMFC may recommend to NOAA Fisheries (U.S. 

Department of Commerce) that the jurisdiction be found out of compliance, which can result in a 

complete closure of that species’ fisheries within the non-compliant jurisdiction. 

 

 

BILL EXPLANATION                                                       

The bill prohibits the agency from having a “catch-and-release” striped bass season and lays out an 

open striped bass recreational and charter boat season, including prescribing methods of catch and bait. 

The bill also requires the agency to submit an economic impact for any major impacts to interested 

stakeholders to AELR 15 days prior to submitting a regulation. 
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SB0755 Unfavorable 
Sean Beck 

 

Catch and Release Restrictions 
According to MD DNR’s 2022 report on recreational fishing 
(https://dlslibrary.state.md.us/publications/Exec/DNR/SB455Ch409HB601Ch410(2)(202
2).pdf), in 2020 “706,700 anglers spent $487,500,000 while fishing in Maryland, 
generating $765.3M in economic impact…Maryland received nearly $4 million in 
Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration funds for fisheries management and research, 
generated through the sales of sport fishing equipment and the portion of federal excise 
taxes attributable to motorboat fuels. In Maryland, the total revenues generated for 
fisheries management through sport fishing activities in FY21 were $34,743,302, broken 
down as: 44%Special Fund, 12% Federal Fund, 23% General Fund, and 21% 
Reimbursable Fund.” While striped bass fishing certainly does not account for all of this 
revenue, as Maryland’s most popular sport fish it absolutely accounts for a significant 
portion of this spending. MD DNR does not currently have the ability to track C&R 
angling compared to direct harvest, but many anglers, including myself and my many 
angling friends, exclusively fish for striped bass using catch-and-release methods. This 
bill will negatively impact MD DNR funding by restricting catch-and-release 
fishing for striped bass. 

Summer Season 
In 2020 MD DNR introduced summer restrictions on fishing for striped bass to prevent 
post-release mortality of fish due to high water temperatures and low levels of dissolved 
oxygen. The suggested season in this bill ignores this by allowing fishing throughout the 
entirety of the summer. MD DNR as regulated by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission implements slot sizes for striped bass that can be kept. While fishing an 
angler cannot explicitly control the size of fish that decides to eat his or her bait. This 
results in throwback of either oversized or undersized fish which during the summer 
season means a high mortality rate for stripers. This bill will negatively impact the 
striped bass population by allowing fishing during the high mortality summer 
season.  

Trophy Season 
Striped bass are a coastal resource, not just a Maryland resource, and their spawning 
success is in part governed by the available biomass of spawning-class females. By 



allowing for a Spring trophy season harvest of spawning-class striped bass we not only 
negatively impact the species by removing critical spawners but we also negatively 
economically impact the resource for the entirety of the coast. Spawning-class fish are 
already heavily impacted by the commercial fishery, and adding in recreational harvest 
of spawners will further harm the species. This bill will negatively impact the striped 
bass population’s future by allowing further removal of spawning-class fish. 
 
For all of these reasons I urge the committee to have an unfavorable 
report on this bill. 


