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SB 0879 - FAV 
 
Baltimore City - Natural Resources - Sunday Deer Hunting and Archery Hunting Safety Zones 
 
 
Dear Chair Brian J. Feldman, Vice-Chair Cheryl C. Kagan, and Members of the 
Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee, 
 
Maryland bans, or otherwise limits, the sale of automobiles and other vehicles 
(Business Regulation Code Ann. §18–101), and the sale of alcohol (Alcoholic 
Beverages Code Ann. §11–102), on Sundays. Financial institutions must be closed on 
Sunday (Financial Institutions Code Ann. §5–704). Maryland is one of eleven states 
where hunting is still banned or otherwise restricted on Sunday (Natural Resources 
Code Ann. §10-410). We at Secular Maryland disagree with the state level Sunday 
activity restriction defaults. Counties (and Baltimore) have requested, and usually 
obtained, a variety of exemptions from some of these Sunday activity restrictions from 
the General Assembly. We welcome this bill which continues that positive trend of 
allowing more Sunday activities and encourage lawmakers to vote yay. 
 

Sunday is a special day of the week for many Christians. For other citizens the day of 
rest and worship may be Friday or Saturday, and for some citizens there is no god to 
worship or no fixed day of rest each week. Maryland law can be, and should be, more 
accommodating to this diversity of belief among its citizens. Legally banning business 
and leisure activity on Sundays favors a majority religious practice. Favoring a majority 
religious practice is not a proper goal of the laws. To the fullest extent feasible, our laws 
should confer equal accommodations to minority religious practices along with non-
religious and anti-religion beliefs. 

 

The decisions regarding which day to hunt, to buy or sell alcohol, to buy or sell vehicles, 
to initiate and process financial transactions, etc., are best left to the citizens. State 

 



 

lawmakers can require one day off every week without specifying a particular day of the 
week by delegating that decision to the affected businesses. Hunting restrictions to 
accommodate horseback riding, hiking, and the like during the hunting season can be 
defined for particular hours throughout the week or rotated to different days for each 
week of the month instead of being on every Sunday. Public facilities can post their 
schedule on site and on the internet. 

 
 
Respectfully, 
Mathew Goldstein 
3838 Early Glow Ln  
Bowie, MD 20716 
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BRANDON M. SCOTT 
MAYOR 

Office of Government Relations 

88 State Circle 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

 

 SB0879 

March 10, 2026 

 

TO: Members of the Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee 

FROM: Nina Themelis, Director of Mayor’s Office of Government Relations 

 

RE: Senate Bill 879 - Baltimore City - Natural Resources Sunday Deer Hunting 

and Archery Hunting Safety Zones 
    

POSITION:  SUPPORT  

Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the 

Baltimore City Administration (BCA) supports Senate Bill (SB) 879.   

This legislation authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to allow a person to hunt deer on 

each Sunday of the deer bow hunting season in Baltimore City with proper permitting from the 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources; and adding Baltimore City to the list of jurisdictions 

in which the safety zone for archery hunters extends 50 yards from a dwelling house, residence, 

church, or any other building or camp occupied by human beings. 

This will reduce the safety zones for archery hunters from 150 yards to 50 yards, similar to that in 

other counties. This change would be beneficial for our Deer Management program if we are able 

to establish managed hunts. It allows us to work in smaller green spaces in proximity to 

homes/businesses. In general, this bill will allow Baltimore property owners increased 

opportunities to hunt on their property if they have sufficient green space. 

For the above reasons, the Baltimore City Administration respectfully requests a favorable report 

on SB 879.  

 

 

 

 

Annapolis – phone: 410.269.0207 • fax: 410.269.6785 

Baltimore – phone: 410.396.3497 • fax: 410.396.5136 



https://mogr.baltimorecity.gov 
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SB0879 Favorable 
Sean Beck 

Expansion of Access 
Many Maryland hunters work during the week and are unable to hunt until the weekend. 
Similarly, youth hunters have school throughout the week and are only able to hunt on 
the weekend. Under current Sunday hunting restrictions that gives them one day per 
week to potentially hunt. Not every hunter has access to private land hunting 
opportunities under the authority of a crop damage permit, so they are unable to hunt 
throughout the rest of the year. Restrictions on Sunday hunting reduce hunting 
access by 50% for public land hunters in Maryland. 
 

Expansion of Population Control 
Similar to my first point, by allowing Sunday hunting we increase opportunities for the 
harvest of deer by 50% for working class and youth hunters. The state simply has too 
many deer and we should be empowering our dwindling number of hunters to harvest 
the ever increasing population of white tail deer. Removing restrictions on Sunday 
hunting will greatly benefit the environment of Baltimore City as well as the rest 
of the state.  

Archery Safety Zone 
Suburban and urban areas are by nature filled with dwellings or other buildings. A safety 
zone of 150 yards while hunting is sensible for rifle hunting, but for archery hunting, 
which operates under much smaller target ranges, it is simply too large. By setting an 
archery safety zone size of 50 yards we properly empower archery hunters to safely 
and humanely dispatch deer in our suburban and urban areas.  
​ Maryland archers are by far the least prone to safety concerns. In fact the few 
instances of harm from Maryland archery hunters are entirely self-inflicted. Maryland 
archers provably do not pose a risk to the public. Setting an archery safety zone size 
of 50 yards will properly empower archers in Baltimore City to safely and 
effectively reduce the nuisance deer population. 
 
For these reasons I ask for a favorable report on this bill. 
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Contact:  Lydia McPherson, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services  

lydia.mcpherson1@maryland.gov ♦ 410-260-8113 (office) ♦ 443-875-7785 (cell) 
 

 

March 10, 2026 

 

BILL NUMBER: SENATE BILL 879 - FIRST READER  

 

SHORT TITLE: BALTIMORE CITY – NATURAL RESOURCES – SUNDAY DEER HUNTING AND 

ARCHERY HUNTING SAFETY ZONES  

 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  LETTER OF INFORMATION 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION                                                         

 

The Department of Natural Resources offers the following information concerning SB 879. 

 

Opening Sundays for deer hunting is an important tool for managing their population. Lower deer numbers 

result in less agricultural crop damage, fewer deer-vehicle collisions, and reduced conflicts with humans in 

urban and suburban settings like Baltimore City. Many hunters only have time to hunt on the weekends, so 

adding Sunday opportunities significantly increases the amount of time they have to hunt. Sunday hunting 

can be especially important if the weather causes unfavorable hunting conditions on the Saturday of the 

same weekend. Sunday hunting is also an important hunter recruitment tool for the department as it often 

doubles the weekend hunting time available and assists with keeping hunters active in the field. 

 

SB 879 also adds Baltimore City to the list of 13 counties that have a 50-yard safety zone for archery 

hunting. The standard distance is 150 yards. Hunters may not hunt within an established safety zone or 

shoot at game within an established safety zone unless they have prior written permission from the owner 

or occupants of any dwelling within the zone. The department has not received a significant number of 

complaints associated with the reduced 50-yard zone where it is established.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION                                                      

 

Sunday hunting for deer is currently open in 20 of 23 counties to varying degrees. Some counties allow 

Sunday deer hunting on all Sundays during the season, while other counties only allow deer hunting on 

three Sundays. Sunday hunting has not created significant complaints to the department since 2003 when 

Sunday hunting was first allowed. Hunters have harvested over 125,000 deer on Sundays since becoming 

a legal hunting day. 

 

BILL EXPLANATION                                                          

 

SB 879 opens archery hunting for deer in Baltimore City on each Sunday of the deer archery season. It 

also establishes a 50-yard safety zone for archery hunting within city limits. 


